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Ireland’s transition to electric mobility has moved from 
ambition to reality. Once viewed as a niche segment of the car 
market, electric vehicles have become an increasingly familiar 
sight on Irish roads, with record registrations, expanding 
model choice and growing consumer confidence helping to 
accelerating the transition away from traditional petrol and 
diesel motoring.

The pace of change has been impressive. By the end of 
2025, more than 235,000 electric vehicles were registered in 
Ireland, significantly exceeding Climate Action Plan targets 
and demonstrating the growing appetite among motorists for 
cleaner transport alternatives. Battery electric vehicles are now 
consistently outperforming petrol models in key segments 
of the new car market, marking what Minister for Transport 

Darragh O’Brien has described as “another landmark moment 
in the evolution of Ireland’s car market”.

Despite this progress, significant infrastructure challenges 
remain. Industry figures indicate that Ireland still has 
approximately one-third fewer public charging points per capita 
than the European average, highlighting both the scale of the 
task ahead and the urgency underpinning current Government 
investment programmes.

As the number of electric vehicles continues to grow, charging 
infrastructure must expand at a sufficient pace to stay ahead of 
demand. Failure to do so risks undermining public confidence, 
slowing adoption rates and jeopardising Ireland’s wider climate 
objectives. Success, however, would place Ireland at the forefront 
of Europe’s transition towards zero-emission mobility.

Powering the 
Transition
Building the infrastructure for Ireland´s electric vehicle future.
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A key national priority

Transport remains one of Ireland’s largest sources of greenhouse 
gas emissions, accounting for approximately one-fifth of national 
emissions. Electrification of the private car fleet therefore 
represents one of the most significant opportunities available to 
policymakers seeking to achieve legally binding climate targets.

Recognising this, the Government has elevated EV 
infrastructure development to the status of a national strategic 
priority. The objective is not simply to encourage motorists to 
purchase electric vehicles, but to ensure that every driver can 
access convenient charging facilities regardless of where they live.

That challenge extends far beyond the motorway network. 
While long-distance charging remains important, policymakers 

increasingly acknowledge that the future success of electric mobility 
depends equally on neighbourhood charging, workplace charging, 
apartment charging and community-based infrastructure.

Speaking at the launch of the Draft National EV Charging 
Infrastructure Strategy 2026-2028, Minister O’Brien emphasised the 
scale of the transformation now underway. “Ireland’s transition to 
electric is well underway, with record numbers of drivers making 
the switch,” he said. “With more than €120 million allocated in 
2026 to support the transition to electric vehicles, we are committed 
to ensuring our charging infrastructure keeps pace with growing 
demand, giving Irish drivers the confidence and convenience they 
need to make the switch.”

The Government’s latest strategy reflects a recognition 
that charging infrastructure must evolve from a collection of 
individual charging points into an integrated national network 
capable of supporting hundreds of thousands of vehicles across 
urban, suburban and rural Ireland.

Keeping pace with demand

The central question confronting policymakers is whether 
charging infrastructure can continue to grow quickly enough to 
accommodate accelerating EV adoption.

Progress to date has been substantial. According to 
figures provided by the Department of Transport, the 
number of publicly accessible charging points increased from 
approximately 1,700 in September 2022 to around 2,400 by 
2024. However, Ireland’s obligations under the European 
Union’s Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Regulation indicate 
that between 3,200 and 6,210 public chargers may ultimately be 
required, depending on charging capacity and vehicle growth.

The challenge is particularly acute given the pace of EV 
adoption. While Ireland has surpassed many of its vehicle uptake 
targets, charging provision has historically lagged behind leading 
European markets. Policymakers increasingly acknowledge 
that closing the gap with European charging infrastructure 
benchmarks will be essential if motorists are to retain confidence 
in the transition and if Ireland is to achieve its target of having 30 
per cent of the private car fleet electrified by 2030.

To address this challenge, Zero Emission Vehicles Ireland 
(ZEVI), established within the Department of Transport in 2022, 
has been tasked with coordinating and accelerating the rollout 
of charging infrastructure nationwide. Its remit extends from 
strategic planning and grant administration to engagement with 
local authorities, infrastructure providers and private operators.

“For many industry observers, 
the success of apartment 
charging may ultimately 
prove one of the defining 
factors in determining 
whether Ireland achieves its 
long-term EV targets.”

 By the end of 2025, more 
than 235,000 electric vehicles 

were registered in Ireland, 
significantly exceeding 

Climate Action Plan target. 
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The scale of planned investment reflects the urgency of 
the task. During 2025 alone, more than 140 new high-power 
recharging hubs were approved under the Light Duty Vehicle 
initiative. The programme will deliver almost 370 additional fast 
and ultra-fast charging points across the national road network, 
significantly improving access along major transport corridors.

Announcing the latest phase of the programme, Minister 
O’Brien described the investment as a major step towards 
creating a fully connected charging network.

“Together, these schemes aim to ensure that drivers across 
Ireland will have reliable access to high-powered charging, 
making the transition to electric practical and convenient,” he 
said. “Importantly, this investment will also bring high-quality, 
high-powered EV charging to more rural locations, helping 
to promote local economies, support tourism and strengthen 
regional development.”

Transport Infrastructure Ireland Chief Executive Lorcan 
O’Connor similarly described the initiative as a significant 
milestone in reducing range anxiety and increasing public 
confidence in electric mobility.

Charging at home

While motorway charging attracts significant public attention, 
policymakers increasingly recognise that the greatest 
infrastructure challenge lies elsewhere. Research consistently 
demonstrates that most EV owners conduct the majority 
of charging at home. However, this model is not available 
to everyone. Apartment residents, renters and households 
without off-street parking face significant barriers to accessing 
convenient charging facilities.

This issue was highlighted during a recent Dáil exchange 
between Deputy Ciarán Ahern and the Minister for Transport. 
Deputy Ahern sought clarification on how Government intended 
to ensure equitable access to EV ownership for apartment 
dwellers and households unable to install private chargers.

In response, Minister O’Brien acknowledged that while 
home charging remains the primary charging method for most 
EV users, Government must ensure that those without access to 
private charging are not left behind.

The Minister pointed to the Regional and Local EV Charging 

Ireland still has approximately one-third fewer public charging points per capita than the European average, highlighting both the scale of the 
task ahead. 



the Public Sector Magazine  127

Public Sector Magazine

Network Plan, which places local authorities at the centre of 
future infrastructure delivery. Under the plan, councils will 
identify areas lacking off-street charging and develop solutions 
including neighbourhood charging hubs, shared charging 
facilities and destination charging points.

The strategy places particular emphasis on neighbourhood 
charging infrastructure, recognising that widespread EV 
adoption cannot be achieved unless charging becomes available 
in residential areas where private driveways are absent.

This approach represents a significant evolution in policy 
thinking. Rather than concentrating solely on strategic transport 
routes, Government is increasingly focused on embedding 
charging infrastructure into everyday locations including 
residential streets, sports facilities, retail centres, public car 
parks and community hubs.

A new national charging strategy

The Draft National EV Charging Infrastructure Strategy 2026-
2028 represents the next stage in Ireland’s approach to transport 
electrification. Published for consultation earlier this year, 
the strategy establishes four primary priorities: expanding 

neighbourhood charging, developing high-powered charging 
corridors, supporting commercial and heavy-duty vehicle 
charging, and ensuring universal accessibility and interoperability.

Importantly, the strategy seeks to ensure that charging 
infrastructure remains ahead of vehicle adoption rather 
than simply responding to demand after it emerges. It also 
aligns Ireland’s approach with the requirements of the EU 
Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Regulation while supporting 
the Government’s objective of having 30 per cent of the private 
car fleet electrified by 2030.

The strategy builds upon the National Road EV Charging 
Plan and the Regional and Local EV Charging Network Plan, 
creating a coordinated framework through which national 
agencies, local authorities and private operators can work 
towards shared objectives. At its core is a simple principle: 
electric mobility must be practical regardless of geography, 
housing type or income level.

Alongside investment in charging infrastructure, 
Government has introduced new measures designed to 
accelerate EV adoption among households. One of the most 
significant is the recently announced ICE2EV scheme, under 
which motorists can receive up to €5,000 for scrapping an older 

To support residential adoption, the SEAI continues to administer the Electric Vehicle Home Charger Grant, providing up to €300 towards the 
purchase and installation of a home charging unit.
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petrol or diesel vehicle registered in 2013 
or earlier and replacing it with a new 
battery electric vehicle. Combined with 
the existing SEAI electric vehicle purchase 
grant of up to €3,500, eligible motorists 
can now access support worth as much as 
€8,500. Announcing the initiative, Minister 
O’Brien said the scheme was designed 
to help households overcome financial 
barriers to switching to cleaner transport 
while delivering immediate reductions in 
transport emissions.

A central component of Government 
policy is the extensive range of financial 
supports available to businesses, 
communities and homeowners seeking to 
invest in charging infrastructure. Among 
the most significant is the Workplace 
EV Charger Grant administered by the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
(SEAI). The scheme provides funding 
covering up to 60 per cent of installation 
costs, subject to a maximum grant of 
€5,000 per charging unit.

The objective is to encourage 
employers to provide charging facilities 
for staff, visitors and commercial fleets 
while helping businesses prepare for the 
continued electrification of transport.

Businesses can also avail of the 
Accelerated Capital Allowance scheme, 
allowing the full cost of eligible charging 
equipment to be offset against taxable 
profits during the first year of purchase. 
The measure significantly improves the 
economics of investment by accelerating 
tax relief and reducing payback periods.

For larger commercial operators, 
additional supports are becoming available 
to facilitate depot charging and heavy-duty 
vehicle infrastructure, reflecting growing 
recognition of the need to decarbonise 
freight and logistics operations.

To support residential adoption, the 
SEAI continues to administer the Electric 
Vehicle Home Charger Grant, providing 
up to €300 towards the purchase and 
installation of a home charging unit. While 
modest in value, the grant reflects the 
Government’s continued commitment 
to ensuring that homeowners can access 
convenient and cost-effective charging.

Recognising the unique challenges 
faced by apartment residents, the Government has also 
introduced the Apartment and Multi-Unit Development 
Charging Scheme. Funded through ZEVI and administered 
by the SEAI, the programme provides support of up to 80 per 
cent towards shared charging infrastructure, including cabling, 
electrical works and construction costs.

Owners’ management companies, 
housing bodies, local authorities 
and landlords can all apply, creating 
opportunities to significantly improve 
charging access in higher-density housing 
developments.

For many industry observers, the 
success of apartment charging may 
ultimately prove one of the defining 
factors in determining whether Ireland 
achieves its long-term EV targets.

The Government is also pursuing 
innovative approaches to charging 
deployment through community-based 
projects. Among the most notable is the 
Shared Island Sports Club EV Charger 
Scheme, which aims to install charging 
infrastructure at sports clubs across the 
island of Ireland.

The initiative reflects a broader shift 
towards integrating charging facilities 
into everyday community settings rather 
than treating them solely as transport 
infrastructure. Sports clubs often occupy 
strategic locations within towns and 
villages, making them ideally suited to 
provide convenient charging facilities 
while simultaneously supporting local 
communities and grassroots organisations.

Into the future

The opportunities associated with 
transport electrification are considerable. 
Reduced emissions, improved air quality, 
lower operating costs and enhanced 
energy security all support the case for 
accelerating the transition.

Yet significant challenges remain. Grid 
capacity will need to evolve alongside 
charging demand. Local authorities 
must deliver infrastructure at pace. 
Apartment charging solutions require 
continued refinement. Commercial fleet 
electrification remains complex, while 

public confidence depends on charging 
infrastructure being visible, reliable and 
easy to use.

Recognising these challenges, the 
Government recently announced a strategic 
partnership with the European Investment 
Bank aimed at accelerating infrastructure 
deployment nationwide. The initiative will 

provide local authorities with procurement frameworks, financial 
models and implementation guidance designed to speed up 
charger installation and ensure consistency across the country.

As Minister O’Brien observed at the launch of the partnership: 
“The era of the electric vehicle in Ireland is not coming - it is here.” 
The task now is to ensure the infrastructure keeps pace.

Transport Infrastructure Ireland Chief 
Executive Lorcan O’Connor similarly 
described the Light Duty Vehicle initiative 
as a significant milestone in reducing range 
anxiety and increasing public confidence in 
electric mobility.

Minister for Transport Darragh O’Brien

 “The era of the 
electric vehicle 

in Ireland is not 
coming - it is here.”
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EV CHARGING & BATTERY
ENERGY STORAGE SOLUTIONS

Commercial Charging/ Fleet Charging / Workplace Charging/ Solar PV 

+353 1 485 3184 www.resolutegroup.ie  info@resolutegroup.ie   
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Businesses, public sector organisations, commercial property 
owners, hospitality providers, and fleet operators are all 
recognising the importance of investing in EV charging 
solutions that are reliable, scalable, and future-proofed. With 
electric vehicles becoming increasingly common on Irish roads, 
the need for accessible charging infrastructure has shifted from 
being a future consideration to an immediate priority.

At the forefront of this transition is Resolute Engineering 
Group, a company that has become synonymous with 
innovation, engineering excellence, and sustainability across the 
Irish energy sector. With a strong reputation for delivering high-
quality renewable energy projects, the company is now playing 
a leading role in the development and installation of advanced 
EV charging infrastructure throughout Ireland.

Resolute Engineering Group are engineers that specialise 
in Solar PV Solutions, EV Charging, and battery energy storage 

solutions. Through years of experience in the renewable 
energy industry, the company has developed the technical 
expertise required to deliver integrated energy systems that 
not only reduce carbon emissions but also provide long-term 
financial savings for clients across residential, commercial, and 
industrial sectors.

As EV adoption accelerates, businesses are increasingly 
looking for ways to accommodate employees, customers, and 
fleet vehicles with dependable charging facilities. In response to 
this growing demand, Resolute Engineering Group has expanded 
its service offering to provide a complete range of EV charging 
solutions for businesses and organisations of all sizes. These 
include Commercial Charging, Fleet Charging, and Workplace 
Charging systems, with both AC and DC charging options 
available depending on the operational requirements of the site.

For many organisations, EV charging can also create an 

Driving the Future 
of EV Charging  
with Resolute 
Engineering Group
As Ireland continues its transition toward a cleaner, greener, and more sustainable future, the demand for electric vehicle (EV) 
infrastructure is increasing at an unprecedented pace.
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additional revenue stream. Businesses can introduce pay-to-
charge systems that allow users to access charging services 
while generating income from otherwise unused parking 
spaces. In a competitive marketplace, offering EV charging 
facilities can also strengthen a company’s sustainability 
credentials and improve customer perception.

One of the most attractive aspects of investing in EV charging 
infrastructure is the range of grants and financial supports 
currently available. Grants are available for publicly accessible 
charging, including shared, neighbourhood, and destination 
charging, with initiatives like the Climate Action Fund assisting 
with public charging infrastructure, such as the ESB ecars 
network. These supports are helping accelerate the rollout of 
EV charging infrastructure across Ireland while making the 
investment more affordable for businesses and organisations.

As specialists in renewable energy integration, Resolute 
Engineering Group understands the importance of combining 
EV charging with sustainable electricity generation. By 
integrating EV chargers with Solar PV systems and battery 
storage technologies, businesses can maximise their use of 
renewable energy while reducing overall operating costs. This 
creates a more efficient and resilient energy ecosystem that 
benefits both the environment and the bottom line.

The company’s expertise and reputation have led to 
collaborations with many high-profile organisations within the 
construction and infrastructure sectors. Resolute have worked 
with many high-profile companies in the construction industry 
such as Walls, John Sisk & Sons, King & Moffatt, Kingspan 
and Elliott Group. These partnerships reflect the trust placed 
in Resolute Engineering Group to deliver complex renewable 
energy and infrastructure projects to the highest standards.

In addition to EV charging infrastructure, the company 
has completed some of the largest and most advanced solar 
installations in the country. These projects include installations 
at the Meta Head Campus, Primark Distribution Centre, 
Dominos Pizza Production Centre, and some of Ireland’s 
leading data centres. Such projects highlight the company’s 
ability to deliver innovative, large-scale energy solutions for 

demanding commercial and industrial environments.
With a strong portfolio of renewable energy projects, 

an expanding EV charging division, and a commitment to 
innovation, Resolute Engineering Group is helping businesses 
across Ireland prepare for the future of transport and energy. 
By combining Solar PV, battery storage, and EV charging 
technologies into fully integrated systems, the company 
is helping clients reduce costs, improve sustainability, and 
contribute to a cleaner energy future for Ireland.



132  the Public Sector Magazine

Public Sector Magazine

Ireland’s system for measuring residential energy efficiency 
is set for its most significant overhaul in years, with the 
introduction of a simplified Building Energy Rating (BER) 
structure designed to create greater consistency across the 
European Union while placing a stronger emphasis on 
sustainability and zero-emission homes.

From 24 May 2026, new regulations under the EU Energy 
Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) will introduce a 
streamlined BER scale for residential properties, replacing the 
current 15-category structure with a simplified A-to-G rating system. 
A new “A0” category will also be introduced for highly energy-
efficient zero-emission homes that do not rely on fossil fuels.

The reforms are intended to make BER certificates easier 
for homeowners, buyers and tenants to understand while 
improving comparability between properties across EU member 
states. The changes also form part of wider European efforts 
to reduce emissions from the built environment and accelerate 
the transition towards more sustainable housing stock at a 
time when governments are under increasing pressure to meet 
ambitious climate targets.

Under the existing system, homes are graded using multiple 
subcategories such as A1, A2, B1 and B2. While the framework 

has provided detailed performance information, policymakers 
believe the complexity of the scale can create confusion for 
consumers. From May 2026, the system will move to a more 
accessible eight-category structure consisting simply of A, B, C, 
D, E, F and G, alongside the new A0 classification.

The new A0 category is expected to become increasingly 
significant as Ireland moves towards higher standards of energy 
performance in new housing developments. A0-rated buildings 
will be required to demonstrate very low energy demand, produce 
zero on-site carbon emissions from fossil fuels and generate either 
zero or extremely low operational greenhouse gas emissions. In 
addition, zero-emission buildings will, where feasible, be expected 
to adapt their energy use, generation and storage in response to 
external energy signals, reflecting the increasing integration of 
smart technologies within the built environment.

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
James Browne said the introduction of the A0 standard 
represents an important step in improving energy performance 
and comfort levels in future housing stock. He also stressed that 
the Government has sought to implement the new EU-driven 
reforms in a manner that minimises disruption for homeowners.

Importantly, the vast majority of existing homeowners 

Greener Home Rating
Ireland’s residential energy rating system is set for a major transformation from May 2026, with sweeping reforms designed 
to simplify Building Energy Ratings, strengthen the focus on zero-emission homes and support the country’s wider climate 
ambitions.



the Public Sector Magazine  133

Public Sector Magazine

will not be immediately affected by the 
changes. All current BER certificates will 
remain valid for 10 years from their date 
of issue, unless substantial renovation 
works are undertaken. Existing BERs will 
also continue to satisfy legal obligations 
relating to property sales, rentals, 
conveyancing and advertising.

For many households, the headline 
energy classification itself is also 
unlikely to change significantly. A 
home currently carrying an A, B or C 
rating, for example, will generally retain 
the same broad classification under 
the simplified system, although the 
subcategories will disappear.

Alongside the revised scale, the new 
BER certificates will include additional 
information relating to greenhouse gas 
emissions, renewable energy use and 
zero-emission building standards. The 
updated certificates will also provide 
recommendations for cost-effective energy 
improvements and measures aimed at 
reducing operational carbon emissions.

A new QR code feature will allow 
homeowners and prospective buyers to 
access retrofit guidance and property-
specific energy upgrade information 
more easily. The enhanced certificates 
are intended not only to assess building 
performance but also to encourage 

more informed decision-making around 
retrofitting and home energy upgrades, 
an area expected to become increasingly 
important as energy costs and 
environmental concerns continue to rise.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI) is expected to undertake 
a comprehensive public information 
campaign explaining the changes ahead 
of implementation. Government-backed 
grant schemes aimed at supporting 
residential energy upgrades and 
retrofitting works will also continue to 
operate through the SEAI.

The revised BER framework reflects 
the growing importance of building 
performance within Ireland’s wider 
climate strategy. Residential buildings 
account for a substantial share of 
national energy consumption and carbon 
emissions, making energy efficiency 
improvements a key component of 
Ireland’s decarbonisation agenda.

By simplifying the BER system 
while simultaneously introducing 
stronger recognition for zero-emission 
homes, policymakers hope the reforms 
will provide clearer information for 
consumers, encourage greater investment 
in energy upgrades and help accelerate 
the transition towards a lower-carbon, 
more energy-efficient housing sector.

Current BER cert

New BER cert from 24 May 2026

All current BER 
certificates will 
remain valid for 

10 years from 
their date of issue, 
unless substantial 
renovation works 

are undertaken.

The revised BER framework reflects 
the growing importance of building 
performance within Ireland’s wider 

climate strategy.



134  the Public Sector Magazine

Public Sector Magazine

Ireland’s South West is uniquely positioned to become one of 
Europe’s leading low-carbon regions by 2040, according to a 
major new report from KPMG, which argues that the region 
possesses the industrial capacity, talent base, infrastructure and 
renewable energy resources necessary to drive the State’s next 
phase of sustainable economic growth. 

The report, South West 2040, argues that the region - 
encompassing Cork and Kerry - has the scale and momentum to 
act as Ireland’s “second economic engine” outside Dublin. With 
a population exceeding 736,000 and contributing more than 20 
per cent of national GDP, the South West already plays a critical 
role in the Irish economy. 

Central to the report’s findings is the region’s dominant 
position in Ireland’s energy system. Cork currently supplies 
more than a quarter of national energy demand and is home 

to approximately 20 per cent of Ireland’s installed electricity 
generation capacity, anchored by strategic assets such as the 
Whitegate oil refinery and the Aghada and Whitegate gas-fired 
power stations. Meanwhile, Kerry accounts for around 13 per 
cent of the country’s wind energy generation.

“The evidence is clear that the South West is primed to lead 
Ireland’s renewable energy generation development,” said Barrie 
O’Connell, partner at KPMG.  He stressed that unlocking this 
potential will require decisive investment and long-term planning.

“The availability of 388 hectares of zoned Special Policy Area 
in the Cork Harbour Whitegate area can enable delivery of major 
energy-related developments,” O’Connell said, highlighting one 
of the report’s most significant strategic opportunities. 

KPMG argues that the region’s advantages extend far 
beyond energy generation alone. The South West possesses 

Powering the 
South West 
A major new report from KPMG argues that Ireland’s South West has the resources, infrastructure and talent base to become a 
leading low-carbon economic region by 2040 and drive the country’s renewable energy transition.

Kerry accounts for 
around 13 per cent 
of the country’s wind 
energy generation.
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“With a population exceeding 
736,000 and contributing 
more than 20 per cent of 

national GDP, the South West 
already plays a critical role 

in the Irish economy.”
a strong industrial ecosystem across sectors including 
pharmaceuticals, life sciences, advanced manufacturing, agri-
food and technology. These industries are supported by a highly 
educated workforce, with more than half of the population 
holding a third-level qualification.

Educational institutions such as University College Cork, 
Munster Technological University and the Education and 
Training Boards are identified as crucial enablers of future 
growth, particularly in supporting digitalisation, artificial 
intelligence, cybersecurity and renewable technologies.

Professor Maggie Cusack said the South West’s educational 
and industry links provide a strong platform for future expansion.

“All of our courses are co-produced with industry, and 
student work placements are a key part of our programmes,” 
she said. “This close engagement with employers is 
fundamental to our agility.”

She added that with sustained multi-annual funding, the 
South West could become home to universities capable of 
transforming both the regional economy and wider society. 

However, the report warns that realising the region’s enormous 
potential is far from guaranteed. KPMG identifies a series of 
significant structural and infrastructural challenges that must be 
addressed if the South West is to achieve low-carbon status by 2040.

Housing shortages, transport deficits and skills gaps are 
among the most pressing concerns. Cork City and its suburbs are 
expected to grow by approximately 40 per cent by 2040, adding 
close to 100,000 residents. At the same time, the population aged 
over 65 is projected to rise sharply, placing increased pressure on 
healthcare, labour supply and social services.

The report stresses that housing and infrastructure must 
be treated as “people issues, not just planning ones,” warning 
that unresolved accessibility and affordability pressures could 
undermine the region’s attractiveness to both businesses and 
skilled workers. 

KPMG also highlights intensifying competition for talent, 
particularly in areas such as AI, cybersecurity, engineering and 
advanced manufacturing. Demand for these skills is already 
outpacing supply, while fragmented upskilling pathways 
and competition from Dublin and other European cities risk 
weakening the region’s long-term competitiveness.

To address these issues, the report recommends the 
establishment of a formal employer-led Cork Talent and Skills 
Council, co-chaired by industry, UCC and MTU, aimed at 
aligning education and workforce development with emerging 
economic needs. It also calls for a coordinated diaspora 
engagement strategy to attract experienced international talent 
back to the region. 

Infrastructure delivery is another major focus. KPMG 
recommends accelerating transformative projects such as 
Luas Cork and developing a coordinated transition roadmap 
for Cork Docklands. Yet the consultancy also cautions that 
all major infrastructure investments must incorporate robust 
climate risk assessments.

This is particularly important given that the South West 
remains one of Ireland’s most climate-exposed regions due 
to its Atlantic coastline and low-lying coastal communities. 
Appropriate flood protection and resilience measures, the report 
states, will be essential as the impacts of climate change intensify. 

Ultimately, South West 2040 presents an optimistic but 
clear-eyed assessment of the region’s future. KPMG believes the 
South West possesses the people, institutions, industrial base 
and renewable energy capacity required to become a European 
leader in sustainable development. However, achieving that 
ambition will depend on sustained political commitment, 
coordinated planning and substantial long-term investment.

As Barrie O’Connell noted, the opportunity is substantial 
- but the coming years will prove decisive in determining 
whether the South West can fully realise its low-carbon potential 
and emerge as a model for balanced regional development 
across Ireland.

Educational institutions such as University College Cork, Munster 
Technological University and the Education and Training Boards are 
identified as crucial enablers of future growth.

“The South West possesses a strong industrial ecosystem across 
sectors including pharmaceuticals, life sciences, advanced 
manufacturing, agri-food and technology.
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The Office of Public Works’ recent success at the 2026 
European Heritage Awards/Europa Nostra Awards marks 
a significant endorsement of Ireland’s growing commitment 
to marrying heritage conservation with climate action. 
In securing the award under the Education, Training and 
Skills category, the OPW was recognised for developing 
an ambitious national programme designed to improve 
the energy efficiency of heritage properties while carefully 
safeguarding their historical and architectural integrity.

Widely regarded as the most prestigious awards in the 
European cultural heritage sector, the European Heritage 
Awards / Europa Nostra Awards celebrate excellence in 
conservation, research, education and public awareness 
initiatives across the continent. The scale of the OPW’s 
achievement is underscored by the fact that the initiative was 
selected from 261 eligible applications submitted from 40 
European countries.

For the OPW, the award represents far more than a 
ceremonial accolade. It highlights a sustained and increasingly 
urgent effort to address one of the most complex challenges 
facing public sector estate management across Europe: how 
to decarbonise and modernise historic buildings without 
compromising the heritage value that makes them culturally 
significant in the first place.

As the State body responsible for managing much of 
Ireland’s public property portfolio and caring for approximately 
780 heritage sites - including national monuments, historic 
parks, gardens and protected buildings - the OPW faces a 
uniquely demanding balancing act. Many heritage structures 
were constructed centuries before modern energy standards 
existed and require highly specialised approaches to improve 
efficiency without damaging historic fabric, altering appearance 
or undermining cultural authenticity.

Recognising this challenge, the OPW launched the initiative 

Preserving the Past
The Office of Public Works has received major European recognition for an innovative programme that is helping reconcile the 
often-complex demands of heritage conservation, energy efficiency and climate action across Ireland’s historic public buildings.

The OPW was recognised for 
developing an ambitious national 
programme designed to improve 
the energy efficiency of heritage 

properties while carefully 
safeguarding their historical and 

architectural integrity.
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in 2021 with the objective of developing 
practical, technically robust guidance for 
improving the energy performance of 
heritage properties in State care. Central 
to the programme was the development 
of a comprehensive guidance document 
entitled OPW Approaches to Improving the 
Energy Performance of Heritage Properties 
in State Care, accompanied by six detailed 
case studies examining a variety of 
building types and conservation contexts.

The programme sought to establish 
best-practice methodologies capable of 
helping architects, engineers, conservation 
professionals and public sector 
stakeholders introduce sensitive energy 
upgrades while preserving the defining 
characteristics of historic structures. 
Rather than applying standard retrofit 
models designed for modern buildings, 
the OPW focused on tailored interventions 
that respect the unique physical and 
cultural complexities of heritage assets.

In practical terms, this involved examining issues such as 
insulation, ventilation, heating systems, moisture management 
and building fabric performance through a conservation-led 
lens. The challenge was particularly significant because poorly 
designed retrofit interventions can inadvertently damage older 
buildings, trap moisture, accelerate deterioration or erode 
important historic features.

The initiative culminated in 2025 in a major three-day 
training programme attended by more than 400 stakeholders 
from across the public sector. Delivered by 35 Irish and 
international experts, the programme was designed to equip 
professionals with the knowledge and confidence required to 
commission and deliver innovative, effective and conservation-
sensitive energy improvement works.

Importantly, the OPW has also made the resources and 
training materials publicly accessible online, ensuring the 
programme’s impact extends beyond State agencies to the wider 
heritage and construction sectors.

The initiative reflects a broader strategic commitment by the 
OPW to embed sustainability and energy efficiency principles 
throughout the management of its extensive estate portfolio. 
With climate obligations intensifying across Europe, public 
bodies are under increasing pressure to reduce emissions and 
improve building performance. However, heritage properties 
present particularly difficult challenges because conventional 

retrofit solutions are often inappropriate or 
potentially harmful.

By developing structured guidance 
and specialist training, the OPW has 
sought to create a roadmap that enables 
climate action and conservation goals to 
coexist rather than compete. The project 
also demonstrates how public sector 
leadership can help establish standards 
and expertise capable of influencing wider 
industry practice.

Welcoming the award, Rosemary 
Collier, Head of Heritage Services and 
Capital Works Delivery at the OPW, said 
the recognition reflects the organisation’s 
commitment to innovation in both 
heritage conservation and climate 
action. She noted that the programme 
had delivered practical guidance and 
technical training designed to support 
the sustainable management of Ireland’s 
heritage buildings.

OPW Chairman John Conlon similarly 
described the award as a testament to the organisation’s 
dedication to pioneering innovative solutions for historic 
buildings. He said the initiative had empowered a new 
generation of professionals to deliver “sensitive, effective 
energy improvements in heritage buildings” while helping 
safeguard Ireland’s cultural heritage and advance national 
climate objectives.

The significance of the programme was also acknowledged 
by the Europa Nostra Awards Jury, which praised its balanced 
and practical approach. The jury noted that the initiative 
strengthens the capacity of public authorities and heritage 
professionals to apply European energy-efficiency standards 
in historic buildings while safeguarding heritage value and 
contributing to long-term climate goals.

The project was delivered through collaboration between 
the OPW and a range of specialist partners including Trinomics, 
Shaffrey Architects, Passivate Building Energy Consulting, ARUP 
Engineering and Technological University of the Shannon. It also 
received co-funding from the European Union through the EU 
Structural Reform Support Technical Support Instrument.

At a time when governments across Europe are grappling 
with the twin imperatives of sustainability and heritage 
protection, the OPW’s award-winning initiative stands as an 
important example of how innovation, technical expertise and 
long-term strategic planning can help reconcile both objectives.

OPW Chairman John Conlon described the 
award as a testament to the organisation’s 
dedication to pioneering innovative solutions 
for historic buildings.

“Many heritage structures were constructed centuries 
before modern energy standards existed and require 
highly specialised approaches to improve efficiency 

without damaging historic fabric, altering appearance or 
undermining cultural authenticity.”
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 Climate change is no longer a distant future threat but a 
present-day reality, with new evidence showing that rising 
greenhouse gas emissions are already reshaping Ireland’s 
weather patterns, increasing the frequency and severity of 
extreme weather events, and placing growing pressure on 
communities, infrastructure, ecosystems and the economy.

The warning comes from the Climate Change Advisory 
Council’s latest report, Our Changing Climate 2025, the first 
publication in its Annual Review 2026 series. The report 
provides a comprehensive assessment of the changing climate 
conditions being experienced across Ireland and highlights the 
increasingly visible impacts of global warming on everyday life.

According to the Council, 2025 was Ireland’s second 
warmest year on record, continuing a clear long-term warming 
trend. Seven of the ten warmest years ever recorded in Ireland 
have occurred since 2005, underlining the accelerating pace of 

climate change. Average summer temperatures in 2025 were 
almost 2°C above the 1961-1990 long-term average, while 
record-breaking warm conditions were experienced throughout 
both spring and summer.

The report points to mounting evidence that climate change 
is fundamentally altering Ireland’s weather systems. Ireland 
experienced its highest ever wind gust of 184 km/h during Storm 
Éowyn in January 2025, while a record minimum temperature 
of 19°C was recorded in June. Meanwhile, last autumn was the 
fourth wettest on record and six of the ten wettest autumns have 
occurred since 2001, indicating a clear trend towards wetter 
conditions and more intense rainfall events.

One of the most significant developments highlighted 
in the report is the growing ability of scientists to directly 
attribute specific weather events to climate change. New 
attribution science allows researchers to measure the influence 

Climate Change 
Impacts Intensify
The Climate Change Advisory Council’s latest assessment paints a stark picture of a warming Ireland, with rising temperatures, 
more frequent extreme weather events and growing risks to communities, infrastructure, ecosystems and the wider economy.

Internationally, the ten most costly extreme weather events in 2025 caused economic losses exceeding €100 billion.
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of greenhouse gas emissions on individual storms and rainfall 
events. The Council notes that rainfall associated with Storm 
Claudia in November 2025 was made twice as likely and almost 
12 per cent more intense than it would have been in a pre-
industrial climate. 

Such findings provide compelling evidence of the direct 
relationship between human-driven emissions and the extreme 
weather conditions now being experienced.

The consequences are increasingly evident. Storm Éowyn 
became the most expensive storm-related insurance event in 
Irish history, generating claims exceeding €301 million. Beyond 
the financial costs, the storm exposed vulnerabilities across 
critical infrastructure networks, including electricity, water 
and telecommunications services. Similar concerns emerged 
during Storm Chandra in early 2026, when prolonged periods 
of rainfall and already saturated ground conditions combined to 
trigger severe flooding in many areas.

The Council also highlights the growing strain climate 
change is placing on water resources. Despite Ireland’s 
reputation as a wet country, prolonged warm and dry 
conditions during 2025 led to significant water shortages. Uisce 
Éireann declared 49 public water supplies across 15 counties to 
be in drought status, demonstrating how rising temperatures 
and changing rainfall patterns can create both flooding and 
water scarcity challenges within the same climate system.

Beyond weather and infrastructure, the report identifies 
emerging impacts across Ireland’s natural environment. Changes 
in temperature and seasonal conditions are affecting the lifecycle 
patterns of insects, birds and wildlife, signalling broader 
ecological disruption. These changes increase the risk of invasive 
species such as the Asian Hornet becoming established, while 
warmer conditions may contribute to more frequent outbreaks of 
diseases including ash dieback and avian influenza. The report 
also warns of heightened risks from harmful algal blooms and 
wildfires as climate conditions continue to evolve.

The findings mirror wider global trends. Internationally, 
the ten most costly extreme weather events in 2025 caused 
economic losses exceeding €100 billion. Against this backdrop, 
the Council argues that Ireland must place far greater emphasis 
on climate adaptation alongside efforts to reduce emissions. 
While mitigation remains essential to limit future warming, 
adaptation measures are increasingly necessary to protect 
communities, infrastructure and economic activity from 
unavoidable climate impacts already locked into the system.

Professor Peter Thorne, Chair of the Adaptation Committee 
of the Climate Change Advisory Council, said the evidence 
shows climate change is now having damaging effects across 
Irish society. He warned that Ireland remains underprepared 
for many of the risks ahead and called for a shift from reactive 
responses towards proactive planning and resilience-building. 
According to Thorne, effective adaptation measures, supported 
by stronger data collection, more resilient infrastructure 
and sustained long-term investment, will be essential to 
safeguarding communities, economic activity and quality of life.

A recurring theme throughout the report is the need for 
better information and monitoring systems. The Council 
identifies significant gaps in how the economic, social and 
environmental consequences of extreme weather events are 
currently measured. Without robust data, policymakers face 
difficulties in assessing risks, prioritising investment and 
evaluating the effectiveness of adaptation measures.

The Council concludes that climate change will continue 
to intensify in the coming decades unless decisive action is 
taken. Further warming, rising risks to infrastructure, more 
frequent extreme weather events and increasing economic costs 
are all expected. Its message is clear: reducing dependence on 
fossil fuels, strengthening energy security, investing in resilient 
infrastructure and embedding climate adaptation across all 
areas of policy can no longer be regarded as future priorities. 
They are now urgent national imperatives.

Ireland experienced its highest ever wind gust of 184 km/h during Storm Éowyn in January 2025, which also became the most expensive storm-
related insurance event in Irish history, generating claims exceeding €301 million. 
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A key feature of NZIA is its impact on how Member States 
design and implement renewable energy auctions. In Ireland, 
this will materially reshape the Renewable Energy Support 
Scheme (“RESS”), introducing new dimensions to what has 
historically been a price-driven model.

A shift towards non-price criteria

Traditionally, renewable energy auctions have focused 
predominantly on price competitiveness. However, NZIA requires 
national auction mechanisms to incorporate non-price criteria 
into the award process. Under Article 26 of NZIA, these criteria 
must account for sustainability and resilience considerations, 
representing between 5% and 30% of the evaluation framework.

In addition to these award criteria, NZIA introduces 
mandatory pre-qualification requirements. These include 
Responsible Business Conduct (“RBC”), Cybersecurity and 
Data Security (“CSDS”), and the Ability to Deliver (“AtD”). 
Together, these measures aim to ensure that projects are not 
only economically viable but also environmentally responsible, 
technologically secure and capable of timely delivery.

While the European Commission has set the parameters, it 
has also granted Member States flexibility in how these criteria 
are implemented, provided they contribute to broader objectives 
such as environmental sustainability, innovation, and energy 
system integration.

Ireland’s approach to implementation

In Ireland, the Department of Climate, Energy and the 
Environment has adopted a pragmatic approach to incorporating 
NZIA into future RESS auctions. As outlined in its December 2025 
decision, the Department intends to apply the relevant provisions 
of NZIA without a phased introduction, with aim of providing 
immediate clarity and consistency for market participants.

Importantly, the Department has opted to retain a streamlined 
pre-qualification process. RBC and CSDS requirements will 
be addressed through self-declaration at the auction stage, 
supported by existing regulatory frameworks such as Corporate 
Sustainability Due Diligence Directive obligations and Network 
Information Systems 2 certification (when applicable). Meanwhile, 
the AtD criteria will remain largely unchanged, reflecting the 

NZIA’s Impact on 
Ireland’s Renewable 
Energy Auctions
The European Union continues to accelerate its transition to a low-carbon economy, with the introduction of the Net-Zero 
Industry Act (“NZIA”) by the European Commission marking another milestone in this journey. NZIA is designed to scale up the 
production of clean technologies, support decarbonisation, and position Europe as a global leader in net-zero innovation.
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existing requirements within RESS, including planning permission, 
grid connection offers, and financial security provisions.

When it comes to award criteria, the Department has 
prioritised resilience and energy system integration (“ESI”). 
Resilience is intended to encourage diversification in supply 
chains, particularly reducing reliance on non-European sources, 
while ESI supports the development of hybrid and flexible energy 
systems that enhance grid efficiency and capacity utilisation.

To balance these new requirements with cost considerations, 
the Department has proposed a relatively modest weighting of 
5% for these non-price criteria. This approach aims to incentivise 
behavioural change among participants without significantly 
distorting the competitive dynamics of the auction process.

Ongoing consultation and key 
considerations

Further consultation in March 2026 has addressed additional 
design elements for future RESS auctions. Among the key 
proposals are the division of auctions into two technology 
“pots” (solar PV and onshore wind), the potential removal of 
compensation for unrealised available energy (UAEC), and 
the possible exemption of projects under 10MW from NZIA 
requirements. Furthermore, on CSDS, the Department has received 
assurances from the Commission that the higher requirements 
imposed on third countries will not apply to the United Kingdom.

These developments reflect an ongoing effort to balance 
policy objectives with practical considerations for developers 
and investors. Stakeholders have raised concerns that increased 
complexity and administrative requirements could lead to 
higher project costs and barriers to entry, particularly for 
smaller-scale developments.

In response, the Department’s design choices suggest a 
conscious effort to limit disruption. By maintaining existing 
RESS structures where possible and simplifying compliance 
mechanisms, the aim is to ensure continuity while still meeting 
NZIA obligations.

Implications for the market

The introduction of NZIA represents a significant evolution in 
Ireland’s renewable energy framework. While the move towards 
non-price criteria reflects broader EU policy priorities, it also 
introduces new layers of complexity for project developers, 
investors and other stakeholders.

However, the measured approach taken by the Department 
of Climate, Energy and the Environment indicates a clear intent 
to strike a balance. By limiting the weighting of non-price 
criteria, maintaining familiar pre-qualification processes, and 
considering exemptions for smaller projects, the framework 
seeks to preserve the competitiveness and accessibility of RESS.

At the same time, the focus on resilience and energy system 
integration aligns Ireland’s renewable energy strategy with 
wider European goals, particularly in relation to supply chain 
security and grid efficiency.

Conclusion

As Ireland prepares for the next phase of renewable energy 
auctions, NZIA will play a central role in shaping the regulatory 
landscape. The Department’s approach demonstrates a 
commitment to implementing EU requirements in a practical 
and proportionate manner, while safeguarding the continued 
growth of the renewable sector.

Maintaining this balance will be critical. Ensuring that policy 
objectives do not impede project delivery or market participation 
will be key to sustaining the pace of renewable deployment 
and achieving Ireland’s climate targets. In this context, NZIA 
represents both an opportunity and a challenge – one that will 
require ongoing collaboration between policymakers, industry 
participants and the broader energy ecosystem.
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Runaway global energy prices triggered by escalating instability 
in the Middle East and the conflict with Iran have once again 
exposed the fragility of Europe’s dependence on imported 
fossil fuels. For households and businesses across Ireland, the 
consequences are already being felt through sustained pressure 
on electricity, heating and transport costs, reigniting debate 
around the country’s long-term energy security and the urgency 
of accelerating the transition to renewable energy.

Against that backdrop, a new poll commissioned by Friends of 
the Earth Ireland has revealed overwhelming public support for a 
decisive move away from fossil fuels, provided it is underpinned 
by a fair and carefully managed clean energy strategy. 

Published alongside a major new policy document entitled 
From Crisis to Security: Ireland’s Path to Fair Bills and Clean 
Energy, the findings point to growing public concern about 
Ireland’s continued dependence on imported oil and gas and 
a corresponding appetite for stronger Government action on 
renewable energy, energy efficiency and affordability. 

The Ireland Thinks poll, commissioned by Friends of the 
Earth Ireland, found that 82 per cent of Irish people support 
transitioning away from fossil fuels if it is backed by a 

considered clean energy plan. Meanwhile, 86 per cent support 
policies aimed at making electricity cheaper, more secure and 
more widely accessible as part of reducing reliance on fossil 
fuels. Only seven per cent disagreed with that proposition. 

The survey, conducted among 1,774 adults nationwide, 
reflects a significant shift in public opinion as repeated 
international crises continue to drive volatility in fossil fuel 
markets. The war in Ukraine, supply chain instability and 
now heightened tensions in the Middle East have collectively 
reinforced concerns about Ireland’s exposure to imported energy.

Friends of the Earth Ireland argues that these recurring 
shocks underline the need for Ireland to accelerate investment 
in indigenous renewable energy generation, home retrofitting, 
electrification and community energy projects.

According to the organisation’s CEO, Deirdre Duffy, recent 
geopolitical instability has “exposed the true cost of Ireland’s 
dependence on imported fossil fuels”.

“The solution cannot be to double down on the system 
that created the crisis in the first place,” she said. “Rather 
than subsidising fossil fuels generating even more profit for 
corporations, we need to prioritise cheaper, secure electricity for 

Beyond Fossil Fuels 
New polling commissioned reveals overwhelming public support for accelerating Ireland’s 
transition towards cleaner, more secure and affordable renewable energy.

Recurring shocks underline the need for Ireland to accelerate investment in indigenous renewable energy generation. 

https://www.friendsoftheearth.ie?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.friendsoftheearth.ie?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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households and businesses. The vast majority of the Irish public 
agree with this approach.” 

Duffy also warned that fossil fuel dependence is 
simultaneously contributing to climate-related extreme weather 
events, including storms and flooding, further increasing 
economic and social pressures on vulnerable communities.

The report highlights the extent of existing energy hardship 
in Ireland, noting that almost 320,000 electricity customers and 
180,000 gas customers are currently in arrears. Friends of the 
Earth argues that the immediate policy priority should therefore 
focus on shielding households from unaffordable energy costs 
while simultaneously reducing exposure to fossil fuel volatility. 

Central to the report are 50 recommendations aimed at 
improving energy security, reducing energy poverty and 
accelerating the transition to clean, domestically generated 
energy. Among the most significant proposals is a restructuring 
of Ireland’s taxation system to shift levies away from electricity 
and onto fossil fuels, thereby making electrified and fossil-free 
homes more affordable.

The report also calls for the introduction of a windfall 
levy on excess profits generated by energy companies during 
periods of price shocks, alongside the removal of VAT on energy 
efficiency upgrades. Another key proposal is the rollout of 
so-called “balcony solar” systems for renters and apartment 
dwellers, enabling broader participation in small-scale 
renewable generation. 

Additional recommendations include expanding grants 
for heat pumps and solar installations, particularly through 
bundled schemes that would avoid labour bottlenecks associated 
with deep retrofits. The organisation also advocates automatic 
placement of vulnerable households onto the cheapest available 
electricity tariffs and greater support for rural communities 
seeking to move away from oil and solid fuel heating.

Clare O’Connor, Heat Programme Coordinator at Friends 
of the Earth, said the Government must act urgently to insulate 
households from further global energy shocks. “This means a 
massive acceleration in retrofitting, clean heating, and targeted 
support for those facing persistently high bills,” she said. “We need 
these solutions to actually reach the people who would benefit 
most - renters, single-parent families and rural communities.” 

The organisation further argues that substantial funding 
resources already exist to support such measures, including 
hundreds of millions of euros in unspent windfall taxes and EU 
funding streams.

The latest findings also build upon concerns raised in an 
earlier poll commissioned on behalf of the Environmental 
Pillar and published around Earth Day in April. That survey 
found that 56 per cent of Irish people believe the Government 
is “not doing enough fast enough” to reduce Ireland’s reliance 
on fossil fuels, compared with just 21 per cent who believe the 
Government is moving too aggressively. 

The debate surrounding Ireland’s energy transition has 
also assumed growing international significance as the country 
prepares to take up the Presidency of the European Union. Last 
month, Minister for Climate, Environment and Energy, Darragh 
O’Brien attended the First Conference on Transitioning Away 
from Fossil Fuels in Santa Marta, Colombia, an international 
gathering aimed at advancing implementation of commitments 
agreed at COP28.

The conference brought together governments, academics, 
civil society organisations, indigenous representatives and 
industry stakeholders to examine practical pathways for 
reducing global dependence on fossil fuels. Key themes 
included scaling up renewable energy deployment, reforming 
fossil fuel subsidies, improving access to clean energy 
technologies, labour transition strategies and strengthening 
international cooperation on climate action.

Participating countries argued that dependence on fossil 
fuels increasingly exposes economies to geopolitical instability 
and market volatility, while accelerating renewable energy 
development can improve economic resilience and reduce costs 
over time.

During the conference, Minister O’Brien announced that 
Ireland, alongside the tiny island nation of Tuvalu, will co-host 
the second Conference on Transitioning Away from Fossil Fuels 
in 2027. “Ireland is committed to the transition away from fossil 
fuels and towards clean energy,” the Minister said. “Ultimately, 
the transition will secure sustainable, affordable and secure 
energy for our citizens and our businesses, while protecting the 
planet from the worst impacts of the climate crisis.” 

While significant challenges remain - including 
infrastructure delivery, grid capacity, retrofitting scale and 
affordability - the latest polling suggests that public support 
for a cleaner and more secure energy future is now firmly 
established.

As Ireland prepares for its EU Presidency and its role as co-
host of the 2027 global fossil fuel transition conference, pressure 
is likely to intensify on Government to demonstrate that climate 
ambition can translate into tangible reductions in energy costs, 
improved security of supply and a genuinely fair transition for 
households and businesses alike.

Additional recommendations include expanding grants for heat pumps 
and solar installations.
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Tourism remains one of Ireland’s most important indigenous 
industries, supporting hundreds of thousands of jobs, 
sustaining communities in every county and generating billions 
of euros in economic activity. After a challenging 2025, which 
saw visitor numbers and expenditure decline, the sector entered 
2026 with renewed optimism. Strong growth in overseas 
arrivals during the opening months of the year, increased 
visitor spending and a series of new Government and industry 
initiatives have provided encouragement. However, significant 
challenges remain, including rising costs, infrastructure 
constraints, geopolitical uncertainty and concerns about 
Ireland’s growing dependence on the North American market.

Economic Impact

Tourism’s economic significance extends far beyond hotels, 
restaurants and visitor attractions. The sector supports 
approximately 229,000 jobs and sustains around 46,000 
businesses across the country. Importantly, tourism has 
one of the largest regional footprints of any sector, with the 
majority of tourism employment located outside Dublin. 
From the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Ancient East to 
the Hidden Heartlands and Ireland’s many coastal and rural 
communities, tourism serves as a vital source of income, 
investment and employment.

A New Era  
for Tourism
After a difficult 2025 marked by declining visitor numbers and spending, Ireland’s tourism sector has entered 2026 with 
renewed optimism, supported by strong growth in overseas arrivals, rising visitor expenditure and a renewed focus on 
competitiveness, investment and market diversification.

From the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Ancient East to the Hidden Heartlands and Ireland’s many coastal and rural communities, tourism 
serves as a vital source of income, investment and employment. 
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Despite its long-term resilience, Irish tourism experienced 
a setback in 2025. According to the Irish Tourism Industry 
Confederation (ITIC), overseas visitor numbers fell by 
approximately 6% to 6.16 million, while visitor expenditure declined 
by 13%. The reduction represented an estimated loss of almost €685 
million to the Irish economy compared with the previous year.

Several factors contributed to the downturn. Ireland’s 
competitiveness emerged as a significant concern, with Eurostat 
identifying Ireland as the second most expensive country in 
the European Union. Rising costs across accommodation, food, 
labour, insurance and energy inevitably translated into higher 
prices for visitors. While Ireland continues to offer a high-
quality tourism experience, increasing numbers of consumers 
across Europe have become more price sensitive amid ongoing 
economic pressures.

Connectivity also proved challenging. Tourism leaders 
highlighted weaker air access from Britain and mainland 
Europe during parts of 2025, affecting visitor flows from some 
of Ireland’s most important source markets. Visitor numbers 
from Britain declined by 4%, while arrivals from France fell by 
13% and Germany by 8%. Domestic tourism also softened, with 
fewer overnight trips recorded by Irish residents.

Yet the overall picture was not entirely negative. The North 
American market remained exceptionally strong, with visitor 
numbers from the United States increasing by 4% and Canadian 
arrivals rising by 8%. Strong exchange rates, extensive air 
connectivity and targeted marketing campaigns helped offset 

some of the weakness elsewhere. North American visitors 
also continue to be among the highest spenders, making a 
disproportionately large contribution to tourism revenues.

Despite the decline in visitor numbers, tourism still 
contributed approximately €8.89 billion to the Irish economy 
in 2025 when overseas and domestic tourism are combined. 
The sector continued to employ around 225,000 people and 
remained one of the country’s largest indigenous employers.

Positive Signs for 2026

The opening months of 2026 have delivered encouraging signs 
that the sector is returning to growth. According to tourism and 
CSO data, Ireland welcomed more than 1.3 million overseas 
visitors during the first quarter of 2026, representing a 24% 
increase compared with the same period in 2025. Visitor 
spending reached approximately €909 million, also up by 24%. 
Visitor expenditure increased across all major source markets, 
including North America, Great Britain and mainland Europe.

The positive momentum continued into spring. CSO figures 
for April 2026 showed almost 565,000 overseas visitors arriving 
in Ireland, an increase of 7% on April 2025. Visitor expenditure 
during the month reached €431.3 million, up 15%, while total 
visitor nights increased by 14% to almost 3.9 million. Average 
spending per visitor rose to €764.

Britain remained Ireland’s largest source market by volume, 
accounting for 39% of visitors during April. Continental Europe 

Greater emphasis is being placed on rebuilding visitor numbers from Britain and mainland Europe while also expanding Ireland’s presence in 
emerging markets such as India and China. 
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represented 36% of arrivals, while North America accounted for 21%. 
Particularly notable were the increases from the United States and 
Canada, where visitor numbers rose by 12% and 30% respectively.

These figures suggest that, while tourism experienced 
a difficult 2025, demand for Ireland remains strong. The 
combination of growing visitor numbers, increased spending 
and longer stays provides grounds for cautious optimism.

One of the most important developments in Irish tourism over 
recent years has been the growing importance of North America. 
The market was worth almost €2 billion to the Irish tourism 
economy in 2025, making it the country’s most valuable overseas 
source market. North American visitors typically stay longer and 
spend significantly more than visitors from other regions.

However, this success has also created concerns about over-
reliance. Tourism leaders have repeatedly warned that Ireland 
may be becoming too dependent on American visitors. Any 
significant downturn in the US economy, stock market volatility 
or adverse movements in exchange rates could have serious 
consequences for Irish tourism revenues.

Recognising this risk, both Tourism Ireland and industry 
representatives are advocating a stronger market diversification 
strategy. Greater emphasis is being placed on rebuilding visitor 
numbers from Britain and mainland Europe while also expanding 
Ireland’s presence in emerging markets such as India and China. 
Additional funding has been secured to support diversification 
efforts and strengthen Ireland’s international reach.

At the same time, Ireland is actively seeking to maximise 
opportunities within the American market. The “America 
250” programme, commemorating the 250th anniversary of 

US independence, is expected to generate additional interest 
in Ireland’s deep historical and cultural links with the United 
States. Plans for an American Presidents Trail highlighting 
locations connected to US presidents with Irish ancestry are 
among several initiatives designed to attract visitors.

Government has responded to both the challenges and 
opportunities facing the sector through a new tourism policy 
framework entitled A New Era for Irish Tourism. The strategy 
sets ambitious targets for tourism growth through to 2031 and 
reflects a recognition of tourism’s importance as a driver of 
economic development and regional prosperity.

Tourism investment

The policy aims to increase overseas tourism revenue by 50%, grow 
domestic tourism revenue significantly and support employment 
growth across the sector. Particular emphasis is being placed 
on extending tourism beyond the traditional peak season and 
encouraging greater visitor activity in less mature tourism regions.

To support these ambitions, Government has committed 
substantial investment. A €400 million tourism development 
and promotion programme is funding infrastructure, attractions 
and visitor experiences across the country. Projects such as the 
redevelopment of Galway City Museum and tourism initiatives 
supported through the EU Just Transition Fund demonstrate 
how tourism investment is being used to stimulate economic 
activity and support regional regeneration.

Maintaining competitiveness remains one of the sector’s 
greatest challenges. Tourism businesses continue to face rising 

Plans for an American Presidents Trail highlighting locations connected to US presidents with Irish ancestry are among several initiatives 
designed to attract visitors. 
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costs across wages, insurance, utilities and food supplies. 
Industry bodies have repeatedly stressed that while Ireland 
will never be a low-cost destination, it must continue to deliver 
value for money.

Government has sought to address some of these pressures 
through targeted measures, most notably the reduction of the 
hospitality VAT rate to 9%. Industry leaders have welcomed 
the move as an important step in helping businesses remain 
competitive and protect employment.

Investment in connectivity is also regarded as critical. 
Increased air and sea access remains a priority, while continued 
debate surrounds the passenger cap at Dublin Airport. Tourism 
organisations argue that capacity constraints risk limiting future 
growth and reducing Ireland’s ability to compete effectively for 
international visitors.

While the outlook is broadly positive, a number of headwinds 
remain. Ongoing instability in the Middle East continues to create 
uncertainty for global tourism markets. Disruption to airspace, 
rising fuel costs and longer flight routes have the potential to 
affect aviation capacity and increase travel costs. Tourism Ireland 
has warned that these factors could impact visitor flows from 
long-haul markets, including Asia and Australia.

Consumer confidence is another concern. Although demand 
for travel remains resilient, households across many source 
markets continue to face cost-of-living pressures. This could 
influence destination choices and place greater emphasis on 
perceived value for money.

Accommodation capacity remains a further challenge. 
Industry representatives have highlighted the shortage of 
hotel rooms in certain locations and warned that restrictions 
on short-term rentals must be implemented carefully to avoid 
unintended consequences for tourism accommodation supply.

Infrastructure also requires continued attention. Political 
representatives have highlighted shortcomings in transport 

connectivity, visitor facilities and local tourism infrastructure, 
particularly in rural regions. Ensuring that visitors can move 
easily between destinations and access high-quality facilities 
will be critical if tourism growth is to be sustained across all 
parts of the country.

Future Outlook

Despite these challenges, the prevailing mood within the 
industry is one of cautious confidence. Tourism Ireland Chief 
Executive Alice Mansergh has pointed to strong growth in 
visitor numbers and spending during the opening months of 
2026 while acknowledging the need to remain vigilant in the 
face of geopolitical and economic uncertainty. Tourism Ireland 
continues to pursue an extensive programme of international 
marketing, partnership campaigns, route development 
initiatives and promotional activity across more than 15 
overseas markets.

The launch of new campaigns such as Ireland Unrushed, 
increased investment in culinary tourism, support for festivals 
and continued focus on year-round tourism are all designed 
to broaden Ireland’s appeal and spread tourism benefits more 
evenly across the country.

Ultimately, tourism remains a cornerstone of Ireland’s 
economy and a vital contributor to regional development. 
Although 2025 presented significant challenges, the strong 
start to 2026 suggests that the sector has regained momentum. 
Continued investment, enhanced competitiveness, market 
diversification and improved infrastructure will be essential 
if Ireland is to realise the ambitions set out in its new tourism 
strategy. If those conditions can be achieved, the industry 
appears well positioned to return to sustainable growth 
and continue delivering economic and social benefits to 
communities throughout the island for many years to come.

Investment in connectivity is also regarded as critical. Increased air and sea access remains a priority, while continued debate surrounds the 
passenger cap at Dublin Airport. 
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For much of the past decade, Ireland’s tourism industry has 
been shaped by the twin forces of international growth and 
domestic resilience. While overseas visitors continue to account 
for the largest share of tourism revenue, domestic tourism 
remains an indispensable pillar of the sector, providing billions 
of euros in economic activity, sustaining regional businesses and 
supporting employment in communities across the country.

The staycation phenomenon, which surged during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, has evolved considerably in the years 
since. What began as a necessity during international travel 
restrictions has matured into a deliberate consumer choice for 

many Irish holidaymakers. While foreign travel has rebounded 
strongly, evidence suggests that domestic breaks continue to 
hold a significant place in the holiday plans of Irish consumers.

Indeed, amid continuing global uncertainty, rising travel 
costs, airline disruption concerns and changing consumer 
preferences, the staycation market has entered 2026 with 
renewed momentum. More than half of Irish holidaymakers 
are planning a domestic break this year, underlining the 
enduring appeal of holidays closer to home and highlighting 
their importance to the future sustainability of Ireland’s 
tourism sector.

Holidaying 
Closer to Home
With more than half of Irish holidaymakers planning a domestic break in 2026, staycations continue to play a vital role in 
supporting tourism businesses, sustaining regional economies and showcasing the diverse attractions on Ireland’s doorstep.

Recent research indicates that 56 per cent of Irish holidaymakers intend to take a staycation this year. 
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Domestic Holidays

Domestic tourism represents one of the 
most important segments of Ireland’s 
visitor economy. According to Fáilte Ireland, 
domestic tourism generated approximately 
€3.6 billion in revenue in 2024, making 
it a critical source of income for hotels, 
guesthouses, restaurants, visitor attractions, 
transport providers and countless small 
businesses throughout the country.

While international visitors contribute a 
larger share of overall tourism expenditure, 
domestic tourists play a unique and 
valuable role. Their spending is more widely 
distributed geographically, extending 
beyond major gateway destinations such 
as Dublin, Cork and Galway into smaller 
towns, villages and rural communities that 
depend heavily on tourism income.

For many operators, particularly 
family-run hospitality businesses, 
domestic visitors provide essential 
year-round revenue. They help smooth 
seasonal fluctuations, support employment during quieter 
periods and contribute to the viability of businesses that might 
otherwise struggle outside the peak summer months.

The importance of domestic tourism has been recognised at 
policy level. The Government’s tourism strategy, A New Era for 
Irish Tourism, identifies sustained growth in domestic tourism 
as a key objective, while Fáilte Ireland has targeted significant 
increases in domestic tourism expenditure over the coming years.

The staycation market has experienced 
a fascinating evolution over recent years. 
While many industry observers expected a 
sharp decline once foreign travel resumed 
after the Covid pandemic, the reality has 
been more nuanced.

Irish residents have certainly returned 
to overseas travel in large numbers. CSO 
figures show outbound travel increased 
significantly during 2025, reflecting pent-
up demand for international holidays. 
However, domestic tourism has remained 
remarkably resilient.

The first months of 2026 have 
provided encouraging evidence of 
renewed momentum. CSO data published 
in June showed that domestic overnight 
trips increased by 6 per cent during the 
first quarter of the year compared with the 
same period in 2025, while the number of 
nights spent on domestic trips rose by 9 
per cent to six million nights.

Holiday travel accounted for 38 
per cent of domestic overnight stays, 

while visits to friends and relatives represented 39 per cent, 
highlighting the diverse motivations underpinning domestic 
travel demand.

Perhaps most significantly, recent research indicates that 
56 per cent of Irish holidaymakers intend to take a staycation 
this year. This suggests that domestic travel remains firmly 
embedded in Irish holiday behaviour despite the continued 
popularity of overseas breaks.

Minister for Tourism, Peter Burke: “Our 
tourism sector is our largest indigenous piece 
of the economy. About 230,000 employees 
are supported by it, one in every ten jobs, 
and we have 46,000 SMEs operating on it.” 

Research consistently identifies Kerry among Ireland’s most popular staycation destinations. The county’s combination of coastal scenery, 
national parks, outdoor activities and hospitality infrastructure continues to attract large numbers of domestic visitors.
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The Affordability Factor

Several factors are contributing to the renewed strength of the 
staycation market in 2026. Economic considerations remain 
important. Although inflation has moderated compared to 
recent years, many households continue to face pressure from 
higher mortgage costs, insurance premiums and general living 
expenses. Domestic holidays often represent a more affordable 
alternative to overseas travel, particularly for families.

Global uncertainty is also influencing decision-making. 
Surveys conducted during 2026 indicate that concerns around 
international events, geopolitical tensions and potential travel 
disruption are affecting holiday choices. Many consumers 
are increasingly attracted by the certainty, convenience and 
flexibility offered by domestic breaks.

Airline disruptions have further reinforced this trend. 
Concerns regarding flight cancellations, delays and operational 
challenges have encouraged some travellers to reconsider the value 
proposition of overseas travel, particularly for shorter breaks.

At the same time, changing consumer preferences are 
playing an increasingly important role. Modern travellers are 
placing greater emphasis on wellness, relaxation, authenticity 
and meaningful experiences. Rather than seeking packed 
itineraries and long-haul adventures, many consumers are 
looking for opportunities to disconnect, recharge and spend 
quality time with family and friends.

This aligns particularly well with Ireland’s tourism offering, 

which combines spectacular landscapes, cultural experiences, 
outdoor activities, food tourism and hospitality within relatively 
easy reach of most domestic travellers.

Domestic tourists often differ significantly from overseas 
visitors in both behaviour and spending patterns. International 
tourists typically focus on iconic attractions, heritage sites and 
bucket-list experiences. Their itineraries may be relatively 
concentrated around well-known destinations and they often 
spend more per trip.

Domestic travellers, by contrast, tend to take shorter, more 
frequent breaks throughout the year. They are often highly 
familiar with Ireland’s tourism offering and increasingly 
seek experiences that prioritise relaxation, wellness, outdoor 
activities and local discovery.

Research conducted for Fáilte Ireland suggests Irish 
consumers increasingly value ease, familiarity and 
opportunities to step away from the pressures of everyday 
life. Many are attracted by short breaks that require minimal 
planning and offer a sense of escape without the stress 
associated with international travel.

The ability to travel at their own pace is particularly important. 
Recent surveys indicate that freedom and flexibility rank among 
the most valued aspects of domestic travel, with access to a car 
often viewed as central to the staycation experience.

This flexibility allows visitors to explore multiple locations, 
visit attractions spontaneously and access rural destinations that 
may not be easily reached through public transport.

Recent figures indicate that trips from the Republic to Northern Ireland increased by approximately 15 per cent during the past year, while 
visitor spending rose by over 30 per cent. 
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Regional Winners

One of the greatest strengths of domestic tourism is its ability to 
spread economic benefits across the country. Research consistently 
identifies Kerry among Ireland’s most popular staycation 
destinations. The county’s combination of coastal scenery, national 
parks, outdoor activities and hospitality infrastructure continues to 
attract large numbers of domestic visitors.

Galway, Cork, Donegal and Dublin also perform strongly 
among Irish holidaymakers. Each offers a distinct tourism 
proposition, ranging from cultural city breaks and culinary 
experiences to rugged coastlines and outdoor adventure.

The Wild Atlantic Way remains a particularly powerful 
draw, benefiting counties stretching from Donegal to Cork. 
Meanwhile, Ireland’s Ancient East continues to attract visitors 
interested in heritage, history and culture.

The Hidden Heartlands have also emerged as an increasingly 
important destination for domestic travellers seeking tranquillity, 
water-based activities and nature-focused experiences.

Importantly, domestic tourists frequently venture 
beyond traditional tourism hotspots. Their willingness to 
explore smaller towns and lesser-known destinations helps 
distribute tourism revenue more evenly and supports regional 
development objectives.

Cross-Border Tourism

A particularly notable trend has been the growth of cross-border 
tourism between the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Recent figures indicate that trips from the Republic to 
Northern Ireland increased by approximately 15 per cent during 
the past year, while visitor spending rose by over 30 per cent.

Several factors are driving this growth. Northern Ireland’s 
tourism offering has strengthened considerably, supported 
by investment in visitor attractions, accommodation and 
destination marketing. Attractions such as the Giant’s 
Causeway, Belfast’s Titanic Quarter and the Causeway Coastal 
Route continue to attract visitors from across the island.

Value for money perceptions also appear to be influencing 
travel decisions. Surveys suggest many consumers view Northern 
Ireland as offering strong value relative to some destinations in the 
Republic, particularly for short breaks and family holidays.

The growth in all-island tourism represents an important 
opportunity for both jurisdictions and reflects increasing 
consumer willingness to explore destinations across the island.

Recognising the importance of domestic tourism, Fáilte Ireland 
has significantly intensified its focus on the staycation market.

Earlier this year, Minister for Tourism Peter Burke launched 
Fáilte Ireland’s new national campaign, Find Yourself on a Short 

CSO data published in June showed that domestic overnight 
trips increased by 6 per cent during the first quarter of 

the year compared with the same period in 2025, while the 
number of nights spent on domestic trips rose by 9 per cent 

to six million nights. 
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Break. The initiative aims to strengthen year-round domestic 
demand and support sustainable tourism growth across the country.

The campaign is informed by extensive consumer research 
showing strong appetite for shorter, more meaningful domestic 
breaks. It seeks to encourage Irish consumers to take additional 
short breaks throughout the year, particularly during shoulder 
and off-peak periods.

Research underpinning the campaign reveals that 66 per 
cent of consumers prefer taking short breaks during off-peak 
periods. It also found that 87 per cent say a short domestic break 
helps them step away from everyday routines, while 81 per cent 
feel rejuvenated afterwards.

The Tourism Minister has underlined the critical importance of 
domestic tourism to Ireland’s economic and regional development 
ambitions, describing it as a key pillar of the Government’s 
strategy to deliver sustainable growth, support local businesses 
and strengthen employment throughout the country.

The Minister said that research undertaken by Fáilte Ireland 
points to significant opportunities for further growth, with 
Irish consumers increasingly seeking shorter, more meaningful 
breaks that offer relaxation, connection and a chance to 
escape everyday routines. “This new campaign reflects our 
commitment to delivering a stronger year-round domestic 
tourism base that is firmly aligned with our new national 
tourism policy,” he said.

“It will support the delivery of sustainable growth, stronger 
year-round domestic demand and a more regionally balanced 
visitor economy.”

The Minister said domestic tourism has an important role 
to play in helping communities across Ireland share in the 
economic benefits generated by the sector.

´A New Era for Irish Tourism´

“Initiatives such as this campaign will be central to delivering 
the 7% average annual growth in domestic tourism targeted in 
A New Era for Irish Tourism policy,” he said.

“Encouraging people to explore Ireland beyond the traditional 
peak months, and outside of the traditional annual holidays they 
already take, strengthens local businesses, supports jobs and 
channels economic benefit into communities in every county.”

The campaign is designed to capitalise on changing 
consumer behaviour. Fáilte Ireland’s research found that 66 per 
cent of Irish consumers prefer taking short breaks within Ireland 
during the off-peak season, while 87 per cent said such breaks 
help them step away from everyday routines and 81 per cent 
reported feeling rejuvenated after taking one.

For Burke, those findings demonstrate the growing 
importance of domestic tourism not only as a leisure activity 
but also as a strategic economic driver capable of supporting 
businesses and employment throughout the year.

“By responding to how people are travelling today and 
what they value from a break, this campaign supports long-
term demand and strengthens the role of domestic tourism in 
our economy,” he said.

The domestic tourism initiative also aligns with the 
Government’s wider plans for the sector, following the 
announcement earlier this year of a €4.7 billion tourism 
investment programme that will be delivered over the next 
five years. Burke has described the investment package as a 
transformational opportunity for Irish tourism and believes it 
marks the beginning of what he called a “very exciting horizon” 
for the industry.

From the rugged coastline of Donegal 
and the lakes of Kerry to the cultural 
attractions of Dublin and the tranquillity 
of the Hidden Heartlands, the country 
offers an extraordinary diversity of 
experiences within easy reach. 
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A central objective of the plan is to strengthen tourism’s 
contribution to local economies, particularly in rural Ireland.

“The rural economy will benefit very significantly. It’s key 
that we have a very strong tourism sector,” the Minister said. 
“Our tourism sector is our largest indigenous piece of the 
economy. About 230,000 employees are supported by it, one in 
every ten jobs, and we have 46,000 SMEs operating on it.”

The Minister has repeatedly highlighted tourism’s importance 
not only as a visitor industry but also as a major source of 
employment and enterprise development. He believes the 
Government’s five-year strategy will provide the long-term direction 
needed to support continued growth while ensuring communities 
across the country benefit from increased visitor spending.

“One of the key things I wanted to do when I was handed 
the tourism brief is to reflect that it is now in the Department of 
Enterprise,” Burke said. “We need to ensure that the strategy 
we set forth now will enshrine growth in the sector. I’m really 
excited about our new plan.”

The strategy includes 71 actions aimed at improving 
competitiveness, extending the tourism season, supporting 
sustainability and strengthening Ireland’s presence in key 
international markets. Alongside measures to grow overseas visitor 
numbers, Burke has emphasised that a thriving domestic tourism 
market remains essential to the long-term health of the sector.

“We have seen over the last number of months the fourth 
consecutive month where we have an increase in tourism 
numbers coming into our country,” he said. “The vision I have 
set out very clearly through the 71 actions over the next five years 
will bring a huge amount of employment, and really get us to sell 
our authentic experience that we have right around our country.”

With substantial investment now committed and renewed 

focus being placed on both domestic and international markets, 
Burke believes Irish tourism is entering a period of significant 
opportunity. Through initiatives such as Find Yourself on a Short 
Break and the wider €4.7 billion investment programme, the 
Government hopes to create a stronger, more balanced and more 
sustainable tourism sector capable of supporting communities, 
businesses and employment across every region of Ireland.

The enduring popularity of staycations ultimately comes 
down to a combination of practical and emotional factors. There 
is undoubtedly a growing appreciation of Ireland’s tourism 
product itself. Many consumers have rediscovered destinations 
they had previously overlooked, developing a deeper 
appreciation for the country’s landscapes, heritage, food culture 
and outdoor recreation opportunities.

The rise of wellness tourism has further strengthened the 
appeal of domestic breaks. Coastal retreats, spa experiences, 
walking holidays and nature-based escapes align closely with 
consumer demand for restorative travel experiences.

At a time when many people feel increasingly time-poor, 
short domestic breaks also offer a practical way to maximise 
leisure time without sacrificing days to travel.

Outlook For 2026 And Beyond

The outlook for Ireland’s staycation market remains positive. 
While international tourism will continue to dominate overall 
visitor spending, domestic tourism is expected to remain a crucial 
component of the industry’s growth strategy. Continued economic 
uncertainty, evolving consumer preferences and a renewed 
appreciation for local experiences are likely to support demand.

The sector also benefits from strong policy support, 
significant destination investment and increasingly 
sophisticated marketing efforts aimed at encouraging year-
round travel.

Challenges remain. Accommodation costs, capacity 
constraints and Ireland’s unpredictable weather continue to 
influence consumer behaviour. Domestic tourism alone cannot 
compensate for weakness in international visitor markets, a 
point repeatedly emphasised by industry leaders.

Nevertheless, the evidence suggests that staycations have 
evolved from a temporary pandemic phenomenon into a 
permanent feature of Ireland’s tourism landscape.

Far from being merely a substitute for overseas travel, 
staycations have become an integral part of how Irish people 
holiday. They generate billions of euros in economic activity, 
support thousands of jobs, sustain regional communities and 
provide vital stability for tourism businesses throughout the year.

As consumers increasingly prioritise convenience, flexibility, 
wellness and meaningful experiences, Ireland is exceptionally 
well positioned to meet those expectations. From the rugged 
coastline of Donegal and the lakes of Kerry to the cultural 
attractions of Dublin and the tranquillity of the Hidden 
Heartlands, the country offers an extraordinary diversity of 
experiences within easy reach.

For tourism operators, policymakers and local communities 
alike, the continued strength of the staycation market represents 
more than a welcome boost in visitor numbers. It reflects a 
growing recognition that some of the most rewarding travel 
experiences can be found much closer to home.
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Experience the familiar 
and the surprising
at Turlough Park

Opening hours 
Sunday & Monday: 13:00 – 17:00
Tuesday – Saturday: 10:00 – 17:00

Admission is free and 
everyone is welcome 

museum.ie
Turlough Park
Castlebar, Co. Mayo
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Spread across three inspiring locations in Dublin and Co. 
Mayo, each Museum offers a unique space for discovery - 
places of sanctuary and surprise where visitors can experience 
meaningful moments of connection with Ireland’s culture, 
heritage, and history.

Through authentic objects and powerful storytelling, the 
National Collections bring Ireland’s past to life - from iconic 
treasures spanning thousands of years of human experience to 
compelling narratives of recent societal change and the shaping 
of modern Ireland.

These exhibitions are brought to life by the Museum’s 
passionate team of curators, educators, and guides, who take 
pride in sharing the stories behind every piece.

National Museum of Ireland  
– Turlough Park, Co. Mayo

Home to the National Folklife Collection, Turlough Park tells 
the story of the extraordinary in everyday Irish life.

Set within the stunning 30-acre grounds of a historic estate 
just outside Castlebar, the site combines modern exhibition 
galleries with the charm of a Victorian Gothic house, formal 
gardens, woodland walks, as well as a café and shop - offering a 
truly unique and memorable visitor experience.

National Museum of Ireland  
– Collins Barracks, Dublin 7

Located within one of Dublin’s most impressive historic sites, 
Collins Barracks is a vibrant and expansive museum space 
showcasing a diverse range of exhibitions.

From decorative arts and design to military history and the 
evolving story of Irish society, this location offers something 
for everyone. A welcoming café and convenient access via the 

dedicated National Museum Luas stop make it an easy and 
enjoyable destination for both locals and visitors.

The Dead Zoo at Collins Barracks

The National Museum’s iconic Natural History building on 
Merrion Street - fondly known as the ‘Dead Zoo’- is currently 
undergoing a major refurbishment.

In the meantime, the Dead Zoo Lab at Collins Barracks 
provides an exciting opportunity to explore highlights from 
the Natural History Collection. Around 1,300 specimens are on 
display at any given time, spanning mammals, birds, insects, 
amphibians, reptiles, geology, and marine life.

National Museum of Ireland  
– Kildare Street, Dublin 2

Step into Ireland’s ancient past at the National Museum – 
Kildare Street, located in a stunning historic building in the 
heart of Dublin.

Here, visitors can explore world-renowned treasures, 
including the ‘Tara’ Brooch, the Ardagh Chalice, and one of 
Europe’s most significant collections of Bronze Age gold. The 
Archaeology Collection offers a fascinating journey through 
Ireland’s early history, from prehistoric times to the Viking Age.

Plan Your Visit

Admission to all National Museum of Ireland locations is free, 
and everyone is welcome. Join the conversation with guided 
tours, lectures, creative workshops, and engaging events for 
all ages. Stay connected by following the National Museum 
of Ireland on social media, subscribing to the newsletter, or 
visiting museum.ie for more information.

Unrivalled 
Collections
The National Museum of Ireland is home to one of the world’s most remarkable collections of artefacts, tracing the rich and 
fascinating story of Ireland and its place in the world.

The Asgard exhibition at Collins Barracks

Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo
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Halloween season 

and step into a 
world where 

ancient traditions 
come alive.

Join us in Kerry this 

discoverkerry.com/samhain-chiarrai

15th 
October 
- 1st 
November

Public Sector - Samhain Advert 2026.indd   1Public Sector - Samhain Advert 2026.indd   1 17/06/2026   10:2117/06/2026   10:21
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Visit Kerry and experience soul-refreshing 
hiking trails such as the legendary Kerry 
Way or the stunning Kerry Camino with 
its wild Atlantic views. Take to two wheels 
on the greenways of Kerry. Routes, such 
as the Listowel to Limerick Greenway, are 
perfect for families and casual cyclists. 
Visitors can pedal at their own pace 
through tranquil countryside, scenic river 
valleys and charming towns.

Kerry can rightly claim the longest, 
most varied section of the Wild Atlantic 
Way, and the spectacular coastline invites 
visitors to try new experiences, such as 
coasteering or wild swimming. Brandon Bay is the perfect 
place to try out surfing, bodyboarding or paddleboarding in the 
Atlantic rollers.

For visitors whose tastes run more sedate, the Kerry coast 
is the perfect destination to spot dolphins, puffins and other 
marine life, or visit the jaw-dropping Skellig and Blasket 
islands. Boat tours and sea safaris are available from Fenit, 
Dingle and Valentia. After a day on the waves, take to one of the 
beach saunas dotted along the coast for relaxation.

Explore the winding trails, ancient oak woodlands and 

majestic Torc Waterfall in Killarney 
National Park, which can boast Ireland’s 
only native herd of red deer. Alongside 
the natural beauty, the area hums with a 
creative buzz, with potters, weavers and 
woodworkers inspired by the landscape.

The fun doesn’t stop with the end of 
summer. Samhain Chairrai, the celebration 
of the Celtic New Year, sees an explosion 
of light, colour, music and festivities with 
processions and street spectacles in Tralee 
and Killarney throughout the October 
midterm holidays. The festival is the 
ideal way to explore the story of Cailleach 

Chiarrai, the Goddess of Winter, through striking, immersive 
performances and displays.

The county of Kerry invites visitors to explore local 
restaurants and bars whose menus brim with fresh seafood, 
mountain lamb and farmhouse cheeses. Whether visitors 
indulge in fine dining, or a plate of food by a bar fire and live 
music, Kerry is a foodie’s heaven.

Kerry combines grand outdoor adventures with the simple 
pleasures of good company and great food. Plan your next 
Kerry adventure, visit www.discoverkerry.com.

Adventure Awaits 
in Kerry
For those yearning for the perfect escape, but wanting a holiday that’s close to home this year, County Kerry comes up trumps. 
This is a rugged corner of Ireland that holds surprises and delights for travellers in every season, with its tranquil greenways, 
sandy beaches and majestic peaks. Kerry is a destination that invites visitors to take things at their own pace, reconnect with 
nature and come away refreshed, with a lifetime of memories.

Join us in Kerry this 
Halloween season 

and step into a 
world where 

ancient traditions 
come alive.

Join us in Kerry this 

discoverkerry.com/samhain-chiarrai

15th 
October 
- 1st 
November

Public Sector - Samhain Advert 2026.indd   1Public Sector - Samhain Advert 2026.indd   1 17/06/2026   10:2117/06/2026   10:21
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Few organisations exert a greater influence on Ireland’s tourism 
offering than the Office of Public Works (OPW). While many 
visitors may be familiar with iconic destinations such as Dublin 
Castle, Kilkenny Castle, the Rock of Cashel, Brú na Bóinne or the 
Phoenix Park, fewer appreciate the central role played by the OPW 
in conserving, managing and presenting these sites to the public.

As the State body responsible for 780 heritage sites 
nationwide, the OPW sits at the heart of Ireland’s cultural 
tourism sector. Through its stewardship of castles, abbeys, 
visitor centres, national monuments, historic houses, gardens 
and parklands, the organisation helps preserve Ireland’s unique 
heritage while simultaneously supporting local economies, 
enhancing regional tourism and enriching the visitor experience 
for millions of people every year.

The OPW’s connection to Irish tourism is rooted in a heritage 
conservation mission stretching back more than 150 years. 
Although established in 1831, the organisation’s modern tourism 
role emerged following legislation in the nineteenth century that 
gave it responsibility for Ireland’s National Monuments.

Today, the OPW manages almost 1,000 National Monuments 
and historic structures across 780 sites throughout Ireland. Its 
portfolio encompasses some of the country’s most significant 
heritage assets, ranging from prehistoric monuments and 
monastic settlements to Norman castles, historic houses, 
designed landscapes and internationally recognised UNESCO 
World Heritage sites.

Among the sites under its stewardship are globally 
recognised attractions including Brú na Bóinne, the Rock of 
Cashel, Kilkenny Castle, Clonmacnoise, Skellig Michael, Dún 
Aonghasa, Dublin Castle and the Battle of the Boyne.

The scale and diversity of this portfolio make the OPW one 
of the largest heritage custodians in Europe. Maintaining these 
sites requires a wide range of specialist expertise, including 
conservation architects, historians, archaeologists, stonemasons, 
craftspeople, gardeners, curators and visitor guides. Beyond 
preserving the physical fabric of monuments and historic 
buildings, the organisation is responsible for interpretation, 
public access, education programmes and visitor engagement.

Tourism Through 
Heritage
The Office of Public Works plays a central role in Ireland’s tourism offering, conserving and presenting hundreds of historic sites, 
monuments, parks and gardens that attract millions of visitors annually while supporting local economies and safeguarding the 
nation’s heritage.

Among the sites under its stewardship are globally recognised attractions including Brú na Bóinne, the Rock of Cashel, Kilkenny Castle, 
Clonmacnoise, Skellig Michael, Dún Aonghasa, Dublin Castle and the Battle of the Boyne.
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This work places the OPW at the 
intersection of heritage conservation 
and tourism development, ensuring that 
Ireland’s historic assets continue to generate 
cultural, social and economic value.

The latest visitor figures demonstrate 
the continuing strength of heritage tourism 
across Ireland. According to OPW data, 
13.4 million people visited OPW-managed 
heritage sites during 2025, reflecting 
another strong year for Ireland’s cultural 
tourism sector. The figures illustrate the 
enduring popularity of both major tourism 
attractions and smaller regional heritage 
destinations.

Dublin Castle retained its position as 
Ireland’s most visited ticketed heritage 
site, welcoming 588,069 visitors during the 
year. It was followed by Kilkenny Castle, 
which attracted 477,748 visitors, while the 
Rock of Cashel welcomed 377,345 visitors. 
Kilmainham Gaol remained one of the 
country’s most popular attractions with 
271,233 visitors, followed by the Phoenix 
Park Visitor Centre with 171,148 visitors.

The remainder of the top ten ticketed 
heritage sites comprised Ross Castle (155,130 visitors), Dún 
Aonghasa (142,448), Brú na Bóinne including Newgrange and 
Knowth (140,440), JFK Arboretum (130,598) and Clonmacnoise 
(123,461).

The continued strength of these sites reflects both 

Ireland’s appeal as a cultural tourism 
destination and the OPW’s ongoing 
investment in conservation, visitor 
services and interpretation.

While flagship attractions continue 
to perform strongly, one of the most 
encouraging aspects of the 2025 figures 
is the evidence of substantial growth at 
regional locations.

Minister of State with responsibility 
for the OPW, Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran TD, 
described the results as evidence of the 
enduring appeal of Ireland’s heritage 
assets and highlighted the important 
contribution they make to local economies.

“The 2025 visitor data is a testament to 
the enduring appeal of our national heritage,” 
he said. “These sites are not just monuments; 
they are the heartbeat of regional tourism and 
vital to our local economies.”

Several regional attractions recorded 
particularly strong performances. In 
County Sligo, Sligo Abbey achieved a 
remarkable 34 per cent increase in visitor 
numbers, helped by enhanced community 
engagement initiatives, new events and 

improved visitor facilities.
Corlea Trackway Visitor Centre in County Longford recorded 

a 13 per cent increase in visitor numbers, benefiting from growing 
family tourism associated with nearby Center Parcs.

At Emo Court in County Laois, visitor numbers doubled 

“The 2025 visitor data is a testament to the 
enduring appeal of our national heritage,” he 
said. “These sites are not just monuments; 
they are the heartbeat of regional tourism 
and vital to our local economies.” - 
Minister of State with responsibility 
for the OPW, Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran.

The Rock of Cashel welcomed 377,345 visitors last year.
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following the completion of conservation works and 
improvements designed to enhance the visitor experience.

Brú na Bóinne continued its strong recent performance with 
a further five per cent increase in visitor numbers, while the 
Battle of the Boyne at Oldbridge Estate recorded growth of eight 
per cent. Trim Castle also experienced a four per cent increase.

These figures illustrate a broader trend within Irish tourism 
towards greater geographic dispersal, supporting tourism 
growth in rural and regional communities while reducing 
pressure on traditional tourism hotspots.

Perhaps the most striking visitor story of 2025 emerged from 
one of Ireland’s most remote heritage locations. The Blasket 
Islands recorded an extraordinary 54 per cent increase in visitor 
numbers during the year, with more than 8,300 visitors travelling 
to the islands compared with fewer than 5,500 the previous year.

Munster continued to deliver strong performances across 
several key OPW attractions. The Rock of Cashel, one of 
Ireland’s most iconic heritage sites, recorded a three per cent 
increase in visitor numbers, reinforcing its status as one of the 
country’s premier tourism destinations.

Derrynane House in County Kerry, the ancestral home of 
Daniel O’Connell, experienced a nearly six per cent increase 
in visitors following a programme of commemorative events 
marking the 250th anniversary of O’Connell’s birth. The site 
welcomed almost 302,500 visitors during the year.

Visitor growth does not occur by accident. A significant factor 
underpinning the success of OPW sites is the organisation’s 
ongoing commitment to improving the visitor experience.

The OPW’s approach extends beyond conservation 
to encompass interpretation, accessibility, education and 
engagement. Through expert guiding services, carefully 
curated exhibitions and innovative visitor programming, the 
organisation seeks to bring Ireland’s history to life for domestic 
and international audiences.

Recent investments have included conservation projects, 
upgraded visitor centres, improved accessibility measures and 
enhanced interpretive displays. Meanwhile, the OPW’s 2026 
programme also includes a diverse calendar of events, ranging 
from Irish Sign Language tours and children’s workshops to 
biodiversity initiatives and cultural programming designed to 
broaden participation and attract new audiences.

Looking ahead, heritage tourism is set to remain a significant 
priority within the OPW’s wider investment programme and the 
organisation’s National Development Plan 2026-2030 commits 
substantial resources towards conservation, visitor infrastructure 
and heritage enhancement projects nationwide.

Future projects include improved visitor facilities at 
the Battle of the Boyne, Roscrea Castle and Damer House, 
the development of a new visitor centre at Casino Marino, 
conservation works at Skellig Michael, and accessibility 
improvements across several major sites.

Alongside these investments, the Government’s Strategy 
for World Heritage in Ireland 2025-2035 aims to expand 
Ireland’s portfolio of UNESCO World Heritage Properties, 
creating further opportunities for heritage tourism growth and 
international recognition.

The OPW’s contribution to Irish tourism extends far beyond 
visitor statistics alone.

Its heritage sites help sustain jobs, support local businesses, 
encourage regional development and strengthen Ireland’s 
international tourism brand. They provide authentic 
experiences that increasingly define modern tourism demand, 
where visitors seek meaningful connections with culture, 
history and place.

From the medieval grandeur of Kilkenny Castle and the Rock 
of Cashel to the windswept landscapes of the Blasket Islands and 
Skellig Michael, OPW-managed sites tell the story of Ireland in 
ways that resonate with visitors from around the world.

Dublin Castle retained its position as Ireland’s most visited ticketed heritage site, welcoming 588,069 visitors during the year.
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For lovers of literature and culture, there is no better place to begin 
your Joycean journey than at The James Joyce Centre, located in the 
heart of the city at 35 North Great George’s Street, Dublin 1.

A House of Literary Heritage

Housed in a magnificent 18th-century townhouse, the James 
Joyce Centre is a literary sanctuary, preserving and promoting 
the legacy of one of Ireland’s greatest writers. The building 
itself is a work of art - its ornate fanlight windows, original 
plasterwork, and sweeping staircase echo the grandeur of 
Dublin’s Georgian architecture.

Once home to the Earl of Kenmare, the building later 
became a dancing school run by Denis Maginni, a character 
immortalized in Ulysses. Since 1996, it has been dedicated to 
Joyce and now serves as a museum, cultural venue, and hub for 
Joycean activity all year round.

Inside, visitors can marvel at the original front door of No. 
7 Eccles Street, the fictional home of Ulysses’ central character, 
Leopold Bloom. The Centre also features rotating exhibitions, 
historical artefacts, and insightful installations that shed light on 
his complex writings and enduring cultural influence.

Words and Walking Tours

The Centre hosts a vibrant program of events, lectures, film 
screenings, and workshops designed to engage everyone from 
seasoned Joyceans to curious newcomers. A cornerstone of 
their offering is a year-round selection of walking tours. These 
guided excursions lead visitors through the real streets walked 
by Joyce’s characters, bringing to life the pubs, shops, churches, 
and hidden corners featured in his work.

Whether you’re standing outside Davy Byrne’s pub on 
Duke Street or listening to stories beneath the portico of the 
National Library, the city becomes a living text, a Joycean map 
waiting to be explored.

Bloomsday: Dublin’s Literary Carnival

Each year on June 16th, Dublin bursts into celebration for 
Bloomsday, the date on which Ulysses is set. What began as a 
quiet tribute in 1954 has grown into a global literary festival that 
draws thousands of pilgrims and fans from around the world.

The James Joyce Centre is the epicenter of the festivities. 
People dress in Edwardian costume, read aloud from the book, 

Celebrating The 
Literature and Life 
of James Joyce 
Dublin is a city steeped in literary history, and no writer is more closely entwined with its cobbled streets and Georgian facades 
than James Joyce. 
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and recreate Bloom’s iconic day through the streets of Dublin. 
The air is filled with music, theatre, lectures, food, and the 
distinctive rhythm of Joycean language.

A Living, Literary Landscape

Beyond Bloomsday, Dublin invites visitors to embark on a 
personal odyssey through its Joycean landmarks. The James 
Joyce Tower and Museum in Sandycove, once the home of 
Joyce’s friend Oliver St. John Gogarty, offers sweeping views of 
Dublin Bay and hosts ongoing events and exhibitions.

Pop into Sweny’s Chemist, still preserved in 19th-century 
style, where you can pick up a bar of lemon soap and hear 
volunteers read from Joyce’s works. Wander through Marsh’s 
Library, unchanged since the 18th century, where young Joyce 
once read. Or take in the Museum of Literature Ireland (MoLI), 
which brings Joyce’s legacy to life through immersive exhibits 
in the university where he once studied.

Even a quiet moment in the National Library of Ireland’s 
reading room, or a walk along the Royal Canal, where Bloom 
reflects on life and love, offers a deep connection to Joyce’s Dublin.

A City to Rebuild in Words

James Joyce once claimed that if Dublin “disappeared,” it could 
be recreated from the pages of Ulysses. Nowhere else in the 
world has a city been so thoroughly and lovingly immortalized 
by an author. The James Joyce Centre ensures this legacy 
lives on, inspiring new generations to discover the richness of 
Dublin’s literary soul.

Whether you’re a devoted Joycean or simply curious about 
Irish culture, a visit to the Centre and its associated events is an 
unforgettable immersion into the heart of Dublin – past, present, 
and imagined.

Explore the legacy. Walk the words. Rediscover Dublin. www.jamesjoyce.ie

https://www.jamesjoyce.ie
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What started as a small family operation has grown into one 
of Ireland’s largest privately-owned bus and coach operators, 
serving thousands of passengers every day across a diverse 
range of transport services.

Today, Nolan Coaches operates a modern fleet of over 
85 vehicles and employs more than 100 dedicated staff 
members. While the company has evolved significantly since 
its foundation, its core mission remains unchanged: providing 
safe, reliable and customer-focused transport solutions for 
communities, businesses and organisations throughout Ireland.

A Diverse Range of Services

Nolan Coaches provides a comprehensive portfolio of transport 
services including corporate staff shuttle operations, school 
transport, scheduled public services, private coach hire, airport 
transfers, event transport, sports team travel, tours and contract 
transport solutions.

The company works with a wide range of clients, from 
multinational corporations and government agencies to schools, 
colleges, sporting organisations and private groups. Major 

Nolan Coaches: 
Moving Ireland 
Forward for 
Over 85 Years
Few Irish transport companies can trace their roots back over eight decades, but Nolan Coaches proudly can. Founded in 1940 
by the Nolan family, the business began with a single vehicle serving local communities at a time when reliable transport 
options were limited. 



the Public Sector Magazine  165

Public Sector Magazine

contracts currently operated by Nolan Coaches include staff 
transport services for Microsoft Ireland, Local Link services 
on behalf of the National Transport Authority, ferry transfer 
services connecting Dublin City Centre with Dublin Port, and 
numerous school transport routes throughout Dublin, Wicklow 
and surrounding counties.

Whether transporting a group of schoolchildren on an 
educational tour, moving thousands of employees to and from 
work each week, or delivering visitors to some of Ireland’s most 
popular tourist destinations, Nolan Coaches has developed a 
reputation for professionalism and reliability.

What Sets Nolan Coaches Apart?

In an increasingly competitive market, Nolan Coaches believes 
its greatest strength is its combination of experience, investment 
and people.

With over 85 years in operation, the company has built an 
unrivalled understanding of the Irish transport sector while 
continuing to embrace innovation and change. Significant 
investment has been made in recent years, with over €6 million 
invested in fleet expansion and modernisation since 2022 alone.

The company operates one of the youngest and most 
diverse fleets in the country, ranging from executive minibuses 
to luxury coaches, modern double-deck buses and fully electric 
vehicles. This allows Nolan Coaches to tailor transport solutions 
to each client’s exact requirements while maintaining the 
highest standards of comfort, safety and reliability.

Equally important is the company’s commitment to 
customer service. Clients benefit from dedicated account 
management, responsive communications and a team that 
understands that transport is often a critical part of a customer’s 
wider operation.

Celebrating Success

The last number of years have been a period of significant 
growth and achievement for Nolan Coaches.

The company has successfully expanded its corporate 
transport portfolio, including the operation of large-scale 
employee shuttle services for some of Ireland’s leading 
multinational organisations. It has also continued to strengthen 
its position in the public transport sector through Local Link 
and scheduled service contracts.

A major milestone has been the expansion of the company’s 
electric vehicle operations, including the deployment of fully 
electric buses on high-profile corporate shuttle services. This 
demonstrates Nolan Coaches’ commitment to supporting 
Ireland’s transition towards more sustainable transport 
solutions.

The business has also continued to grow its fleet, workforce 
and service offering while maintaining the family values that 
have been at the heart of the company since 1940.

Meeting Future Challenges

Like many businesses within the transport sector, Nolan 
Coaches faces a range of challenges, including increasing 
regulatory requirements, driver recruitment, rising operational 

costs and the industry’s transition towards lower-emission and 
zero-emission vehicles.

Rather than viewing these challenges as obstacles, 
the company sees them as opportunities for continued 
improvement and innovation.

Investment in modern vehicles, driver training, technology 
and operational systems ensures Nolan Coaches remains well-
positioned to adapt to changing market conditions and customer 
expectations. The company also maintains a strong focus on 
workforce development, recognising that attracting and retaining 
skilled employees will be essential to future success.

Looking Ahead

The future is bright for Nolan Coaches.
Over the coming years, the company plans to continue 

expanding its services across both public and private transport 
sectors while investing further in fleet modernisation and 
sustainability initiatives. The business has set ambitious goals 
around the adoption of low-emission and zero-emission 
vehicles and aims to have a significant proportion of its fleet 
operating as fully electric vehicles by 2028.

The company is also exploring new opportunities within 
contract transport, scheduled services and corporate mobility 
solutions, while continuing to strengthen existing partnerships 
and develop new ones.

Despite its growth ambitions, Nolan Coaches remains 
committed to maintaining the personalised service and 
attention to detail that have contributed to its success for more 
than eight decades.

People at the Heart of the Business

At Nolan Coaches, success is measured by more than vehicles 
or contracts. The company recognises that its achievements are 
only possible because of the dedication, professionalism and 
commitment of its workforce.

From drivers and mechanics to operations staff and 
management, every team member plays a vital role in delivering 
the high standards that customers have come to expect.

The company also places great importance on building 
long-term relationships with its customers, many of whom have 
partnered with Nolan Coaches for years. A strong customer-first 
ethos, combined with a commitment to safety, reliability and 
continuous improvement, remains central to everything the 
business does.

A Final Thought

As Nolan Coaches continues its journey into the future, the 
company remains proud of its heritage while embracing 
innovation and growth. From one vehicle in 1940 to one of 
Ireland’s leading privately-owned transport operators today, 
the story of Nolan Coaches is one of resilience, ambition and 
dedication to serving customers.

Whether you require corporate transport, school services, 
private hire, public transport solutions or bespoke mobility 
services, Nolan Coaches looks forward to continuing to move 
Ireland forward for generations to come.
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Tourism has become one of Northern Ireland’s most important 
economic sectors, generating significant visitor expenditure, 
supporting thousands of jobs, sustaining local communities 
and helping to showcase the region’s unique heritage, culture 
and landscapes to a global audience. Recent tourism figures 
demonstrate strong growth in visitor numbers and spending, 
and with policymakers, tourism agencies and industry 
stakeholders pursuing an ambitious strategy to double the value 
of the tourism economy by 2035, Northern Ireland appears well-
positioned to build on its recent momentum.

A Strong Recovery

The latest tourism statistics published by the Northern Ireland 
Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) paint an encouraging 
picture of the sector’s performance during 2025. The figures 
show that Northern Ireland welcomed an estimated 5.1 million 
overnight trips during the year, generating visitor expenditure 
of approximately £1.2 billion. This represented a statistically 
significant increase of 9 per cent in both visitor numbers and 
spending compared to 2024.

Visitors spent an estimated 15 million nights in Northern 
Ireland during 2025, broadly similar to the previous year. While 
the number of nights remained relatively stable, the increase 
in trips and expenditure suggests visitors are travelling more 
frequently and spending more during shorter stays. This trend 
reflects changing travel patterns seen across many tourism 
markets, where consumers increasingly favour multiple short 
breaks rather than longer annual holidays.

The figures also underline the sector’s continuing recovery 
following the pandemic period. While tourism activity has 
largely rebounded, growth is increasingly being driven by 
targeted markets and evolving consumer preferences rather 
than simply a return to pre-pandemic norms.

Republic Of Ireland Driving Growth

Perhaps the most significant feature of Northern Ireland’s 
tourism performance in recent years has been the remarkable 
growth in visitors from the Republic of Ireland.

In 2025, overnight trips from the Republic increased by 15 per 
cent, rising from 1.1 million to 1.3 million visits. Even more notably, 

Destination 
Northern Ireland
Buoyed by strong growth in visitors from the Republic of Ireland and Great Britain, Northern Ireland’s tourism sector is enjoying 
a sustained recovery and pursuing an ambitious strategy to double visitor expenditure to more than £2 billion by 2035.

The appeal of destinations such as Belfast, the Causeway Coast and the Mourne Mountains continue to underpin Northern Ireland’s 
attractiveness to British visitors. 
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expenditure by these visitors surged by 31 per cent, increasing 
from £243 million to £317 million. This represented one of the 
strongest performances among all visitor markets and made a 
major contribution to the overall growth in tourism spending.

Northern Ireland’s competitiveness appears to be a 
significant factor driving this trend. For many visitors from the 
Republic, Northern Ireland can offer strong value for money, 
particularly for city breaks, cultural experiences and family 
holidays. Increased marketing activity by tourism Northern 
Ireland and Tourism Ireland has also helped raise awareness of 
destinations across the region.

The growth of the all-island tourism market is increasingly 
significant. As travel patterns become more fluid across the 
island, Northern Ireland is benefitting from visitors who may 
combine destinations in both jurisdictions within a single trip.

While the Republic of Ireland has emerged as the fastest-
growing source market, Great Britain remains Northern 
Ireland’s largest external tourism market.

The 2025 figures show approximately 1.5 million overnight trips 
from Great Britain, accounting for 29 per cent of all overnight visits. 
Visitor numbers from Britain increased by 4 per cent compared with 
the previous year, demonstrating continued strength despite broader 
economic pressures affecting consumer spending.

Strong air and sea connectivity, cultural familiarity and the 
appeal of destinations such as Belfast, the Causeway Coast and 
the Mourne Mountains continue to underpin Northern Ireland’s 
attractiveness to British visitors.

Domestic tourism also recovered strongly during 2025. 
Overnight trips by Northern Ireland residents increased by 12 
per cent to 1.8 million following a difficult 2024. While domestic 
tourism has not yet returned to the 2.1 million overnight trips 
recorded in 2023, the recovery is regarded as highly encouraging.

The only area showing a slight decline was the international 
market beyond Britain and Ireland, where visitor numbers fell 
by approximately 3 per cent. Nonetheless, this segment still 
accounted for around 600,000 overnight trips during the year 
and remains an important long-term growth opportunity.

The composition of Northern Ireland’s visitor market 
provides useful insights into the sector’s during 2025. The 
breakdown of overnight trips shows that residents of Northern 
Ireland accounted for the largest share, making 1.8 million trips 
and representing 34 per cent of the total. Visitors from Great 
Britain made 1.5 million trips (29 per cent), while residents 
of the Republic of Ireland accounted for 1.3 million trips (26 
per cent). Overseas visitors from markets outside the UK and 
the Republic of Ireland contributed a further 0.6 million trips, 
representing 11 per cent of all overnight trips.

Holiday travel remains the dominant motivation for visiting 
Northern Ireland, accounting for 53 per cent of all overnight 
stays. Holiday visits increased by 13 per cent between 2024 and 
2025, rising from 2.4 million to 2.7 million trips. Particularly 
strong growth was recorded among visitors from the Republic 
of Ireland, where holiday-related trips increased by 39 per cent.

These figures highlight Northern Ireland’s growing 
reputation as a leisure destination rather than solely a business 
or visiting-friends-and-relatives market.

Key Attractions

Northern Ireland possesses a diverse tourism offering that continues 
to attract visitors from both nearby and international markets. The 
region’s natural assets remain among its greatest strengths. The 
Causeway Coast, home to the UNESCO-listed Giant’s Causeway, 
remains one of the island’s most iconic attractions. The scenic coastal 

Northern Ireland’s association with the television phenomenon Game of Thrones continues to attract international visitors interested in filming 
locations and themed experiences. 
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route, dramatic cliffs and outdoor recreation opportunities continue 
to draw visitors throughout the year.

The capital city, Belfast, has undergone a remarkable 
tourism transformation over the past two decades. Attractions 
such as Titanic Belfast, the city’s vibrant cultural scene, historic 
districts and expanding hospitality sector have established 
Belfast as a leading short-break destination.

Screen tourism has also become increasingly important. 
Northern Ireland’s association with the television phenomenon 
Game of Thrones continues to attract international visitors 
interested in filming locations and themed experiences.

Other major attractions include the Mourne Mountains, the 
walled city of Derry, numerous castles and historic sites, vibrant 
food and drink experiences, and an expanding events calendar.

Peace tourism is also emerging as an increasingly distinctive 
component of Northern Ireland’s tourism proposition. Visitors 
are showing growing interest in understanding the region’s 
political history, peace process and societal transformation.

Recognising tourism´s economic importance, the Northern 
Ireland Executive has adopted an ambitious long-term vision for 
the sector. In January 2025, before standing down following his 
election to Seanad Eireann, Economy Minister Conor Murphy 
launched a strategy designed to almost double the value of 
Northern Ireland’s tourism industry by 2035. The plan aims to 
increase overnight visitor expenditure from approximately £1.2 
billion to more than £2 billion over the coming decade.

Murphy described the target as “ambitious but achievable” 
and emphasised the goal of creating “a thriving, sustainable 
tourism industry for the future”.

The strategy contains 17 key actions intended to drive 
growth while ensuring sustainability, regional balance and long-
term economic benefits. Several core priorities underpin the 
growth strategy. These include restoring funding support for 

Tourism Ireland, developing a new aviation policy to improve 
connectivity, expanding regional destination brands, improving 
tourism skills and workforce development, and ensuring 
sufficient accommodation capacity across Northern Ireland.

The strategy also places strong emphasis on promoting the 
island of Ireland as a single destination, recognising the growing 
importance of visitors from the Republic and the opportunities 
presented by cross-border tourism.

Additional priorities include the development and promotion 
of peace tourism, increasing the economic impact of cruise 
tourism and strengthening partnerships with ferry operators 
and airlines. The strategy also aims to support regional tourism 
growth beyond Belfast while encouraging sustainable tourism 
development and lower-carbon visitor experiences.

The strategy also seeks a solution to concerns surrounding 
the UK’s Electronic Travel Authorisation (ETA) system, which 
industry stakeholders fear could create barriers for some 
international visitors entering Northern Ireland via the Republic.

Looking Ahead

Industry leaders have expressed confidence in the sector’s 
growth potential. Tourism Ireland Chief Executive Alice 
Mansergh has highlighted the importance of collaboration 
across agencies and stakeholders, while Tourism NI Chief 
Executive John McGrillen has stated that the targets are 
achievable and aligned with the industry’s wider ambitions.

The outlook for Northern Ireland tourism appears positive. 
Strong growth in visitors from the Republic of Ireland, 
continued recovery in domestic tourism, resilient performance 
from Great Britain and a growing reputation for culture, 
heritage, events and outdoor experiences provide a solid 
foundation for future expansion.

Attractions such as Titanic Belfast, the city’s vibrant cultural scene, historic districts and expanding hospitality sector have established Belfast as 
a leading short-break destination. 
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Ireland’s Premier 
Coach Hire Company

Dublin Coach Hire Company 
of the Year 2024

+353 (0) 1 8473487    info@nolancoaches.ie
www.nolancoaches.ie
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Mayo is at the heart of the Wild Atlantic Way, with the longest 
coastline, the largest island, and the highest sea cliffs in Ireland. 
It also boasts a rich tapestry of landscapes, from lonely islands to 
magnificent mountain valleys. Mayo offers visitors a rich blend of 
scenery, heritage, outdoor adventure, and living culture.

Mayo has many vibrant towns. Castlebar, Newport, 
Westport, and Ballina are often the first stops for travellers. All 
are ideal bases for exploring their wider regions. With lively arts 
and festival scenes, they also offer parkland walks and beautiful 
surrounding views.

Outdoor enthusiasts flock to the Great Western Greenway, 
a 42-kilometer walking and cycling trail stretching from 
Westport to Achill Island, with sweeping coastal and mountain 
views throughout.

Dominating the skyline is Croagh Patrick, Ireland’s holy 
mountain. Pilgrims climb it each July on “Reek Sunday,” but it is a 
rewarding ascent year-round, offering spectacular Atlantic views.

Mayo’s islands may feel remote, but they are full of 
character. Keem Bay on Achill is known for its turquoise 
water and sandy beach, while the Cliffs of Croaghaun rise 
dramatically above the sea. The deserted village beneath 
Slievemore Mountain is a stark reminder of famine-era 
Mayo, where rows of abandoned stone cottages still sit on 
the hillside. Out in Clew Bay, Clare Island and Inishturk each 
have their own appeal. Clare Island is best known for its links 
to Grace O’Malley, the pirate queen, who is said to be buried 
at Clare Island Abbey. Inishturk, farther out in the Atlantic, is 
known for its dramatic coastal scenery and clear waters. Both 
islands are excellent for walking.

In North Mayo, Downpatrick Head stuns visitors with its 
towering sea stack, Dún Briste. Nearby, the Céide Fields reveal 
Stone Age farming landscapes preserved beneath bogland, 
while Ballycroy National Park protects vast tracts of wilderness 
that are ideal for hiking and wildlife spotting.

Religious heritage also plays a role in Mayo’s identity. 
The village of Knock is home to Ireland’s major international 
Marian shrine, attracting up to 500,000 pilgrims from around 
the world each year.

Mayo’s cultural calendar brings communities alive year-
round. Traditional Irish music sessions are common in towns like 
Westport, Ballina, and Louisburgh, especially during peak season.

Mayo has over 100 tracks and trails throughout the 
county, offering walking enthusiasts an enormous variety 
of options. There are all kinds of walking trails, including 
mountain, coastal, and island routes, as well as rural and 
urban greenways and National Loop Trails. Visitors will find 
abundant information, including directions, detailed maps, 
descriptions, and photographs.

One of the newer experiences in Mayo is the Velorail in 
Kiltimagh. This unique attraction takes visitors along disused 
railway lines, offering a relaxing way to pedal through the 
surrounding landscape. Designed to be accessible and enjoyable 
for all ages, Velorail offers an eco-friendly, fun-filled adventure.

County Mayo invites visitors to experience Ireland at 
its most elemental. From sacred summits to island beaches, 
archaeology to vibrant festivals, the county blends natural 
drama with heartfelt hospitality. For those seeking adventure 
and authenticity, Mayo offers an unforgettable experience.

The Magic of Mayo
County Mayo, on Ireland’s rugged west coast, is a place of dramatic Atlantic cliffs, quiet boglands, island-dotted bays, and a 
strong living tradition of music and culture.

Clew Bay Bike Trail
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Located in the heart of the Gaeltacht region, Sliabh Liag is 
not only a place of remarkable natural beauty, but also one of 
deep cultural and spiritual significance. Traditionally a site of 
Christian pilgrimage, it is surrounded by a rich heritage of Irish 
language culture, flora and fauna, folklore, and tradition.

This is a Special Area of Conservation where biodiversity 
thrives. From vibrant marine life to wild mountain flora and 
fauna, the landscape offers a living, breathing canvas of colour 
and contrast. Expect to be enchanted by ever-changing skies, 
shimmering ocean blues, and bursts of purple heather dancing 
across green hillsides, Mother Nature at her finest.

Visitor Centre & Welcome Hub

Start your journey at the Sliabh Liag Visitor Centre (Eircode: F94 
W8KC), where a warm welcome awaits. Here, you will find:
	■ Interpretive exhibitions and a short audiovisual presentation 

introducing Sliabh Liag
	■ A small café, Wi-Fi access, and public restrooms

	■ A Fáilte Ireland Visitor Information Kiosk with local maps 
and regional guides

	■ Friendly, Fáilte Ireland-qualified staff ready to share insider 
tips on exploring Donegal

We are always happy to help you plan your visit and make the 
most of your time in this stunning part of Ireland.

Shuttle Bus Service

Our shuttle buses provide easy access to the viewing point 
and operate daily from 10:10 a.m., departing every 20 minutes 
in July and August. All buses are accessible, and our trained 
drivers are on hand to assist those with limited mobility, 
because every visitor matters to us.

Tickets are available at the Visitor Centre or online at www.
sliabhliag.com. Prices start at €9, with family tickets available at 
€28. Advance booking is recommended, and if you or a member 
of your group has specific needs, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. A great day out is guaranteed.

The Sliabh Liag 
Experience
Welcome to Sliabh Liag, one of Donegal’s three Signature Discovery Points on the Wild Atlantic Way. Here, you will find yourself 
on the edge of Ireland’s dramatic Atlantic coastline, standing before sea cliffs that soar almost 2,000 feet, among the highest 
accessible sea cliffs in Europe. It is a truly unforgettable encounter with nature at its most raw and beautiful.

http://www.sliabhliag.com
http://www.sliabhliag.com
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Cliff Path Walks

Fancy a Walk? Sliabh Liag is a paradise for walkers of all levels:
	■ Cliff Path Walk (2.5 km, Moderate): Starting at the viewing point, 

this scenic trail is perfect for a relaxed and rewarding walk.
	■ One Man’s Pass (Advanced): A dramatic 25m arête offering 

an exhilarating challenge for more adventurous hikers.
	■ Pilgrim’s Path (13 km loop, Grade A): Combining spiritual 

heritage with breathtaking views, this longer route connects with 
One Man’s Pass and can take four to five hours to complete.

	■ Pilgrim Path via Teelin (Grade A): Accessible from Teelin village, 
this quieter approach on the sheltered side of the mountain 
typically takes two to three hours. We recommend parking at the 
Visitor Centre and walking to the trailhead from there.

From the summit, enjoy panoramic views stretching across the 
Atlantic Ocean to Benbulben, the Dartry Mountains, and even 
the north coast of Mayo.

Sliabh Liag Boat Trips from Teelin Pier

To experience Sliabh Liag from a different angle, consider a 
boat tour departing from nearby Teelin Pier during the summer 
months from 10:00 a.m. Local skippers offer engaging stories 
and might even introduce you to basking sharks, dolphins, and 
opportunities to swim or try some angling, so bring your camera.

Parking & Access Options

	■ Walking from the Visitor Centre: a 4 km walk to the viewing 
point

	■ Parking at the Ranger Station parking area: a 2 km walk. 
Parking charges are €10 for two hours or €15 for a full day

PLAN YOUR VISIT
Website: www.sliabhliag.com
Email: info@sliabhliag.com
Phone: +353 (0)74 9739620
Visitor Centre Eircode: F94 W8KC

We look forward to welcoming you to Sliabh Liag - a place where 
nature, heritage, and adventure meet on the very edge of Europe.

http://www.sliabhliag.com/
mailto:info@sliabhliag.com
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Tipperary has been named one of the world’s top destinations 
for 2026 in Lonely Planet’s Best in Travel. The county is 
highlighted as “best for hiking, history and food”, three 
strengths that shape many visitors’ experience of the area. The 
recognition places Tipperary firmly among the world’s top 
destinations for 2026 alongside destinations across Europe, the 
Americas, Africa and the Pacific. For a county known for its 
quiet confidence and generous scenery, it is a welcome moment 
on the global stage.  Walking and hiking are an intrinsic part 
of Tipperary’s visitor offering here is a taster of what to expect 
when hiking Tipperary. 

One of the first places Lonely Planet highlights is the 
Glen of Aherlow, describing it simply: “Nature is on an 
epic scale in Tipperary.” Set between the Galtee Mountains 
and Slievenamuck, the valley is a long sweep of farmland, 
woodland and mountain views that change constantly with 
the light. Walkers come for everything from long summit days 
to easy loops, and the sense of space is something people often 
remember long after they have left.

A little further south, The Vee in the Knockmealdown 
Mountains is mentioned as one of the country’s most scenic 
stretches of road, particularly beautiful in early summer when 
the hills are bright with colour. It is the kind of place where you 
might pull over several times, just to take it all in. The Devil’s 

Bit legendary tail features St. Patrick banishing the devil to a 
cave on the mountain. In a fit of anger, the Devil bit off a chunk 
of the hill so he could escape. The Anner Hotel Thurles offers a 
perfect break in the area.

Tipperary’s newest walking trail The Littleton Labyrinth 
is an 8km (5mile) trail along a former Bord na Móna rail track, 
blending rich ecclesiastical heritage with peatland biodiversity. 
Starting in the Slieveardagh Hills near Killenaule, it crosses 
Littleton Bog and continues to the Horse and Jockey Hotel, a 
perfect stay for access to Littleton Labyrinth. If you are visiting 
Glen of Aherlow, a stay at Aherlow House is recommended.

Keeper Hill is situated in the Slieve Felim mountain range 
in North Tipperary. The Gaelic name for the hill is Sliabh 
Coimeálta ‘the mountain of guarding’! This loop walk over 
forestry tracks and woodland trails is 14km long, of moderate 
difficulty and should take 4-4.5 hours to complete. It overlaps 
with a short section of the Slieve Felim Way, which is a 30km 
waymarked route. En-route it passes through the small but 
pleasant village of Toor and onward across the shoulder of 
Keeper Hill.

Check out www.Tipperary.com and follow us at @visittipperary on 
Instagram @visittipp on Facebook @tipperarytourism on TikTok 
for inspiration.

Discover Tipperary
Welcome to Tipperary - where rolling green hills meet deep history, and every road leads to discovery. This is the land of the 
Rock of Cashel, champion horses, and songs sung across the world. There’s more here than you can imagine. Climb forested 
trails to panoramic peaks, kayak across mirror-still lakes, and wander riverside villages full of flavour and charm. This is real 
Ireland - rooted, spirited, and ready for adventure. 

http://www.tipperary/
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Tipperary where 
Ireland comes alive

Tipperary was named 
Lonely Planet’s 

“Best Travel 2026” 
destination for hiking, 

history and food

www.tipperary.com
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North Mayo’s spectacular coastline, rich cultural heritage and 
distinctive sense of place have long made it one of Ireland’s 
most compelling yet underappreciated tourism destinations. 
The launch of the new five-year Wild Mayo Destination and 
Experience Development Plan (DEDP) represents a significant 
opportunity to unlock the region’s full tourism potential while 
ensuring growth is sustainable, community-led and rooted in 
local identity.

The new tourism strategy, launched in May 2026 by Minister 
of State for Tourism Alan Dillon and Fáilte Ireland, provides a 
comprehensive roadmap for the future development of tourism 
across North Mayo. Developed under the framework of the 
Wild Atlantic Way, the plan seeks not only to attract more 
visitors but also to encourage them to stay longer, explore more 
deeply and contribute more significantly to local economies 
throughout the region.

Building On A Strong 
Tourism Foundation

Tourism has become an increasingly important component of 
Ireland’s economy, particularly in rural and coastal areas where 
it supports employment, sustains local businesses and helps 
preserve cultural heritage. North Mayo possesses many of the 
attributes sought by modern travellers, including dramatic 
natural landscapes, authentic cultural experiences, outdoor 
recreation opportunities and a strong sense of community.

The region encompasses some of the most striking scenery 
along the Wild Atlantic Way, from the rugged cliffs and sea 
stacks of Downpatrick Head to the internationally significant 
archaeological landscape of the Céide Fields. It is also home to 
the Erris Gaeltacht, where Irish language and culture remain 
vibrant and integral to everyday life.

Wild Mayo Awakes
The new Wild Mayo Destination and Experience Development Plan sets out an ambitious five-year roadmap to strengthen 
North Mayo’s tourism offering through sustainable growth, enhanced visitor experiences and community-led development.

Walking tourism continues to grow in popularity globally, and the plan recognises the opportunity to position North Mayo as a leading 
destination for outdoor recreation. 
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Despite these strengths, tourism activity in North Mayo 
has historically been fragmented and seasonal. Visitor 
numbers often peak during the summer months, while 
many communities struggle to fully capitalise on tourism 
opportunities throughout the remainder of the year. The new 
Destination and Experience Development Plan seeks to address 
these challenges through a coordinated and long-term approach 
to tourism development.

One of the defining characteristics of the Wild Mayo DEDP 
is the collaborative process through which it was developed. 
Fáilte Ireland worked closely with Mayo County Council, 
tourism operators, community organisations and a broad range 
of local stakeholders to shape the strategy.

Core Objectives

At its heart, the Wild Mayo DEDP seeks to achieve three 
overarching objectives. The first is to strengthen and enhance 
the visitor experience across North Mayo. This involves 
improving tourism infrastructure, developing new attractions 
and ensuring visitors can easily access and enjoy the area’s 
natural, cultural and heritage assets.

Secondly, the plan aims to extend the tourism season 
beyond traditional peak months. By creating year-round 
experiences and promoting activities such as walking, outdoor 
recreation, heritage exploration and cultural tourism, the 
strategy seeks to reduce seasonal fluctuations and support 
businesses throughout the year.

The third objective is to spread the economic benefits 
of tourism more evenly across the region. Rather than 

concentrating activity in a small number of locations, the plan 
encourages visitors to explore a wider geographical area, 
benefiting rural communities and helping to create sustainable 
local employment.

Underlying all of these goals is a commitment to sustainable 
tourism development that balances economic growth with 
environmental protection and community wellbeing.

Central to the strategy are a number of catalyst projects 
designed to create compelling visitor experiences and act as 
drivers of tourism growth. Perhaps the most ambitious is the 
proposed Céide Coastal Path. This 15-kilometre coastal trail 
would link the world-renowned Céide Fields archaeological site 
with Downpatrick Head, one of the Wild Atlantic Way’s most 
dramatic Signature Discovery Points.

The project has the potential to become one of Ireland’s 
premier coastal walking experiences, combining breathtaking 
scenery with opportunities to engage with thousands of years 
of history and heritage. By physically connecting two of North 
Mayo’s most significant attractions, the trail would encourage 
visitors to spend more time in the region while supporting local 
businesses along the route.

Another major focus is the continued development of the 
Western Way and the creation of a connected North Mayo trails 
network. Walking tourism continues to grow in popularity 
globally, and the plan recognises the opportunity to position 
North Mayo as a leading destination for outdoor recreation. 
Enhanced trail infrastructure will support walking, hiking and 
other outdoor activities while encouraging visitors to explore 
lesser-known areas of the region.

A distinguishing feature of the Wild Mayo strategy is its 

The region encompasses some of the most striking scenery along the Wild Atlantic Way, from the rugged cliffs and sea stacks of Downpatrick 
Head to the internationally significant archaeological landscape of the Céide Fields. 
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strong emphasis on cultural authenticity. The plan places 
particular importance on the Erris Gaeltacht, recognising it as 
one of North Mayo’s most valuable tourism assets. Rather than 
treating the Irish language and local traditions as historical 
curiosities, the strategy seeks to showcase them as living 
elements of the region’s identity through immersive and place-
based visitor experiences.

This approach aligns with broader tourism trends that 
show increasing demand for authentic experiences that connect 
visitors with local communities, traditions and ways of life.

North Mayo´S Rich Heritage

The strategy also seeks to leverage North Mayo’s rich heritage 
assets, including archaeology, folklore, music and storytelling 
traditions, to create distinctive tourism experiences that cannot 
be replicated elsewhere.

Alongside major tourism projects, the plan identifies the 
importance of strengthening key service centres within the region. 
Ballina and Killala are highlighted as important visitor hubs 
capable of supporting wider tourism activity across North Mayo. 
Investment in these towns will focus on enhancing visitor services, 
improving infrastructure and ensuring they can effectively serve as 
gateways for exploring the surrounding region.

The strategy also recognises the need for additional high-
quality accommodation that reflects the character and identity 
of the area. Expanding accommodation capacity will be 
essential if North Mayo is to attract increased visitor numbers 
and encourage longer stays.

Importantly, the emphasis is on developing accommodation 
offerings that complement rather than compromise the region’s 
unique sense of place.

The launch of the plan has been welcomed by political 

leaders, tourism agencies and local stakeholders alike. Minister 
Alan Dillon described tourism as a cornerstone of Ireland’s 
economy, particularly for rural and coastal communities. He 
emphasised that the Wild Mayo DEDP demonstrates how 
national tourism policy can be successfully translated into 
local action and highlighted the importance of community 
involvement in both the development and implementation of the 
strategy. He expressed confidence that the plan would deliver 
substantial benefits for North Mayo over the coming years.

Miriam Kennedy, Head of the Wild Atlantic Way at Fáilte 
Ireland, highlighted North Mayo’s dramatic landscapes, coastline 
and living culture as central pillars of the strategy. She noted that 
the plan focuses on strengthening existing attractions, creating 
compelling year-round experiences and supporting towns and 
villages as vibrant visitor destinations while celebrating the Erris 
Gaeltacht as a cornerstone of regional identity.

The Wild Mayo Destination and Experience Development 
Plan represents one of the most significant tourism initiatives 
undertaken in North Mayo in recent years. Combining major 
infrastructure projects, cultural preservation, outdoor recreation 
and community engagement, it offers a comprehensive 
blueprint for sustainable tourism growth.

The challenge now moves from planning to implementation. 
If delivered successfully, the strategy has the potential to 
transform North Mayo’s tourism offering, extend visitor activity 
throughout the year and generate lasting economic and social 
benefits for communities across the region.

By building on its exceptional natural landscapes, rich 
heritage and strong cultural identity, North Mayo is well 
positioned to strengthen its place as one of the most distinctive 
destinations along Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way while ensuring 
tourism growth remains balanced, sustainable and firmly rooted 
in the communities that make the region unique.

Ballina and Killala are highlighted as important visitor hubs capable of supporting wider tourism activity across North Mayo.
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